BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE, PA





COUNCIL MEETING






September 10, 2009

Council President Arthur Fairclough at 7:30 PM called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting September 10, 2009 to order.

Present: Arthur Fairclough, Nathaniel Dysard, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish

and Mayor Joseph Giunta.  

Also present Robert Brant, Esq., Mike Galla Borough Manager, Gail Phillips Council Secretary.
Absent: Rudy Micsko

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; by the assembly
Perkiomen Valley School District – Occupation Tax Referendum was presented by James Weaver.  Currently residents in the Perkiomen Valley School District pay an occupation tax.  If the referendum passes, The Occupation Tax would be eliminated and the Earned Income tax will be increased from 1% to 1.4%.  .9% would go to the School District and .5% to the Borough.  
Public Meetings will be held on October 15, 2009 at Skippack Elementary School @ 7:00PM and October 21, 2009 at Perkiomen Valley Middle School East @ 7:00 PM.
Mayor Giunta supports the elimination of the Occupational Tax.
AUDIENCE: Becky Finberg is the Branch Manager of the Schwenksville Library.  Becky came to the meeting to introduce herself to Council and to say thank you for the support from the Borough. The Library also has a Community Bulletin Board that can be used for information to the public.
Roy Miller of 360 Centennial Street has a concern about the sidewalk on Main Street belonging to Verizon.  Mike Galla responded to Roy that he has been in contact with a Verizon representative about the sidewalk. Also Roy noted that the weeds on the property on Centennial Street belonging to Bob Brant need to be taken care of. Bob Brant said that this will be taken care of.

Linda Wilde of 63 Main Street wanted to make Council aware of uncovered utility holes on the sidewalks on Main St.  One hole is on the sidewalk in front of Studio 29 with weeds growing in it. Mike Galla will look into having these holes covered. Also Linda wanted to know about all the spray painted lines on the street at Perkiomen and Main.  
PENN DOT will be working on the traffic signals @ Perkiomen & Main, & Park & Main for traffic control during the bridge closure on spring Mount Rd.
Tom Snyder from the Patriotic Order sons of America announced that there would be a Flag Burning Ceremony on June 13, 2010 at Meadow Park and the public is invited.
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MINUTES: A motioned was made by Ray Yeanish and Seconded by Lee Ann Miller to Dispense with the reading of the minutes of July 9, 2009.  All were in favor and the motion carried.
A motioned was made by Ray Yeanish and seconded by Lee Ann Miller to approve the minutes of July 9, 2009.  3 were in favor 1 abstained.

Dispense and approval of the Special meeting July 23, 2009 and the Council meeting August 13, 2009 could not be approved because of the absence of Rudy Micsko.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND TREASURER’S REPORT   Motioned by Ray Yeanish and seconded by Lee Ann Miller to pay the $52,276.62 from the General Fund.  All were in favor and the motion carried.   Motioned by Ray Yeanish and seconded by Nate Dysard to pay $11,089.00 from the Trash Fund and $867.09 from the Liquid Fuels Fund. All were in favor and the motion carried.

Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System – Gail presented Borough Council with the 2010 MMO worksheet for $5,694.00. Report on file at Borough Hall. Motion by Ray Yeanish to accept the worksheet and seconded by Lee Ann Miller.  All were in favor. Motion carried.

FINANCE REPORT: Rudy Micsko was absent for this meeting.  Council has been given a copy of Mr. Micsko’s report.  Rudy, Arthur and Mike will start work on the 2010 budget next week.

Arthur would like to place an ad with the Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy for $250.00.

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY RAY YEASNISH TO SUPPORT THE PERKIOMEN WATERSHED CONSERVANCY WITH AN AD.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Ken Yerger was not present at the meeting; Mike Galla reported that he met with Ken Yerger on site with Joe O’Neil, Roy Miller and Tom Snyder about the Boyer alley drainage problem.  Ken collected quotes for the repairs for Boyer alley and for the Post Office repairs.  Sacks and Sons quote for both projects was $3,600.00.  Mike Galla recommends the council approve the Sacks and Sons quote for the work.

MOTIONED BY NATE DYSARD TO APPROVE THE WORK TO BE DONE BY SAKS AND SONS AT THE COST OF $3,600.00 FOR THE REPAIRS ON BOYER ALLEY AND THE INLETS AT THE POST OFFICE.  SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

SOLICITORS REPORT: Robert Brant has been working on the quiet title for the alleyway and is waiting for a legal description.

Fourth St. Dedication: Council directed Bob Brant to draft the ordinance.
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Ken Yerger is preparing a legal description for Forest Lane.
An Ordinance Amending the Code of the Borough of Schwenksville, Ordinance No. 258, Zoning, to allow Second Floor Apartments in the VC-2 District. Bob Brant recommends the ordinance read “Permitted by Conditional Use.”  Council directed Bob Brant to draft the ordinance to read Permitted by Conditional Use.

Bob Brant will send a letter to the Perkiomen School District about the recovery of the taxes believed to be overpaid to the School District.  Bob Brant now has the completed audit to write the letter.

FIRE COMPANY REPORT:  The monthly report from the Fire Chief was presented by Chief Keyser.  There were 9 calls for the Month of August with 74 men in service for a period of 3 hours 18 minutes.  Jim would also like to bring in the Kansas City Bar –b-queue society for a cook off as a fund raiser for the fire company next Sept. of Oct.

AMBULANCE REPORT: Jean Haupt reported for the month of August 11, calls for Schwenksville and 8 calls to the Colonnade.   Entertainment books are on sale @ the Ambulance Bldg. @ $30.00 each. There will also be basket bingo in October and the Ambulance Company is buying a new ambulance.

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Joe Giunta reported the State Police had 1 assault/kidnapping in the Borough, several thefts, 2 suspicious vehicles and numerous other calls.
Town watch Program- a meeting will be held on Wednesday September 23, 2009 at Borough Hall at 7:00PM.

Mayor Giunta also has noticed that there are several cars parked on the sidewalk on the South end of town, this needs to be eliminated.

Auction of the Bromer House & Industrial Hall is on September 19, 2009.

Mayor Giunta also performed 2 weddings.

BOROUGH MANAGER REPORT: Mike Galla reported that he received a letter from Jim Rodgers of the Central Perkiomen Rotary Club regarding the Halloween Parade.  The Borough has supported the Rotary Club with a $2,000.00 donation for the parade.  Mr. Rodgers has also requested that no street vendors be allowed to sell items during the parade.

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH TO APPROVE THE $2,000.00 FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE HALLOWEEN PARADE AND TO PROHIBIT STREET VENDORS FOR THIS EVENT BASED ON SECTION 114-8.A OF THE SCHWENKSVILLE CODE.  SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
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The Central Perkiomen Valley Regional Planning Commission has drafted an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan and would like to see a vote from Schwenksville Borough Council at its October meeting.
Mike Galla recommends having the Borough Manager authorize the Borough Solicitor to draft an advertisement which will be sent to the local newspaper, advertising the public hearing regarding the amendment to the Comprehensive Plan. Council approved the authorization of the advertisement.

Anyone interested in attending the Montgomery County Borough Association Dinner (Schwenksville, Trapp and Collegeville are the hosts) please see Gail or Mike with your reservation.

Status of project to re-line the streets and cross walks, Mike is also getting quotes for sealing cracks in the roads before the cold weather hits.

Ken Klothen, the county’s Economic Development Director is having a forum September 21, 2009 at 9:00am to discuss Montgomery County’s Economic Development Program. Mike will be attending.
A letter was sent to inform the resident at 141 Fourth Street that the street light will be put back up.

The Woman’s Civic club has done the weeding at the Trailhead entrance.

There were 4 building/electric permits and 2 Use & Occupancy permits done in August.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE: Chris Kraft reported that the Historical Resource Survey Form will soon be completed.

REVITALIZATION TASK FORCE: Lee Ann Miller reported that Nate Dysard has been added to the task force.  There will be a meeting held on Monday September 28, 2009 and Joe Nixon will be attending.
STREETS AND ROADS: no report
PROPERTY: Lee Ann Miller reported that the painting of the outside of Borough Hall is complete and panels for the inside have been ordered.  Shredding of old documents has been completed.
ACTIVITY COMMITTEE: no report
STREET LIGHTING: Randy Schaffer will be called to install the street light on Fourth St. and to replace the bulb on the street light at 2nd and Perkiomen Ave. at the school.
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PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD: no report
ALLEY WAY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: see solicitors report
OLD BUSINESS: Lee Ann would like to see the “State Yield to Pedestrian” sign put on Main Street near Church Street south of the Firehouse.  .
NEW BUSINESS: none
Next meeting will be Thursday October 8, 2009, 7:30 PM

It was motioned by Nate Dysard seconded by Ray Yeanish to adjourn the meeting at 9:45PM.  All were in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

