BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE, PA





COUNCIL MEETING






November 12, 2009

Council President Arthur Fairclough at 7:30 PM called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting November 12, 2009 to order.

Present: Arthur Fairclough, Rudy Micsko, Nathaniel Dysard, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish

Also present Robert Brant, Esq., Mike Galla Borough Manager, Gail Phillips Council Secretary., and Ken Yerger.
Absent: Mayor Joe Giunta

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; by the assembly

MINUTES: Dispense with the reading of the minutes of October 8, 2009, motioned by Rudy Micsko and seconded by Ray Yeanish. All were in favor. Motion passed.
Approval of the minutes of October 8, 2009, motioned by Ray Yeanish and seconded by Rudy Micsko. All were in favor. Motion passed.
Council met in Executive Session before the regular meeting to discuss a personnel matter.

AUDIENCE: Jennifer Andrews of Forest Lane has a concern that Emergency vehicles will not be able to make the turn onto Forest Lane with the vehicles parked on Centennial Street.  The cars are parked legally.  Borough Manager will send a letter to the residents requesting the vehicles be parked in a safer location.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND TREASURER’S REPORT   Motioned by Ray Yeanish and seconded by Rudy Micsko to pay the bills of $22,152.77 from the General Fund., $11,059.00 from the Trash Fund and $3,668.74 from the Liquid Fuels Fund. All were in favor and the motion carried.

FINANCE REPORT: Rudy Micsko reviewed the October 2009 financial report with the Council members.

Business Association:

Mike and Rudy will visit the businesses.
2010 Budget: 
Rudy presented the draft of the 2010 Budget to Council.  Draft budget will be advertised and open for public review during normal business hours.  Council will vote on adopting the budget at the December 2009 Council meeting.
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ENGINEER’S REPORT:  
Left Turn Lane at Perkiomen and Main:
Ken Yerger reported on the Left turn lane at Perkiomen Ave and Main St. (RT.29).  There will be a loss of 1 spot on each side of Main St. North of Perkiomen Ave and a loss of 4 spaces on both sides of Main Street South of Perkiomen Ave.

Borough Council authorizes Ken Yerger to get an estimate on the cost of the striping, and to talk to Penn Dot about a left turn signal.

Borough Hall Parking Spaces:
The Borough is only able to construct two parking spaces behind Borough Hall due to a sewer vent that cannot be relocated or removed.  Ken Yerger will provide an estimate on the cost of the project.

Forest Lane: 

A survey of the road was completed by Carroll Engineering.  This survey showed that right-of-way would need to be acquired from four property owners in order to achieve a 40 foot right-of-way.  Ken Yerger suggested modifying the right-of-way to 33 feet which is the minimum width accepted. A 33 foot right-of-way will only require the acquisition of property from Spring Mount Summit and High Point Association.
SOLICITORS REPORT: 
Conditional Use Hearing – 845 Summit Avenue
Mr. Brant announced that this is a Conditional Use Hearing on behalf of David J. Stone, who has applied to Schwenksville Borough Council for a Conditional Use on October 5, 2009.  The first exhibit introduce is Board Exhibit 1which is the application filed with Schwenksville Borough for the Conditional Use.  The next exhibit introduces is Board Exhibit 2 which is the notice of the hearing that was advertised.  The final exhibit introduced is Board Exhibit 3 which is the proof of publication that was advertised in accordance with the Municipalities Planning Code and the Borough Ordinance.
Mr. Brant then read the legal notice as follows:

Notice is hereby given, that the Schwenksville Borough Council will hold a public hearing on the Conditional Use Application of David J. Stone, 815 Summit Avenue, Schwenksville, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 19473, the owner of the property on November 12, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. at the Schwenksville Borough Hall, 140 Main Street, Schwenksville, Pennsylvania.  The Applicant is seeking a Conditional Use pursuant to 176-138.B. (7) (a) of the Schwenksville Borough Zoning Ordinance to permit a 24’ X 21’  detached carport at the property which is located in the R-1 Zoning District of the Borough.
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Owner of property David John Stone was sworn in by Mark Manjardy court reporter.  David is asking for a Conditional Use for a detached car port of 21’ X 24’ (504 sq. ft.). The Borough Code permits a 450 sq. ft. or less accessory structure by rite.

Mr. Brant asked Mr. Stone some questions, about the size of the carport and the space.  Mr. Stone described that he will use it for an antique car, motorcycle and lawn equipment.  The car port will be 504 sq. ft. 

There were no questions from the audience.

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER TO GRANT THE APPLICATION OF CONDITIONAL USE SUBJECT TO THE FIRST CONDITION THAT THE STRUCTURE NOT EXCEED 504 SQ. FT AND THE SECOND CONDITION THAT THE APPLICANT WILL COMPLY WITH ALL OTHER CODES AND REGULATIONS PERSUANT TO THE BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

VC2-Second Floor Apartment: 

A Public Hearing to amend Ordinance # 258 took place.  The first exhibit introduce is Board 1, Legal Notice amending the code of the Borough of Schwenksville Ordinance # 258 Zoning, to allow Second Floor apartments in the VC-2 District by Conditional Use.  The second exhibit introduces is Board 2, Montgomery County Planning Commission letter of October 13, 2009 in which the Montgomery County Planning Commission recommends the Zoning Ordinance text amendment, also the letter references that the Central Perkiomen Valley Regional Planning Commission reviewed the submission on September 14, 2009 and had no objections. The final exhibit introduced is Board 3, proof of publication.

Mr. Brant described the ordinance to Council; Second floor apartments will only be permitted in combination with commercial office and or retail use listed in Section 176-53 Permitted Use by Conditional Use.

Lee Ann Miller recused herself from this discussion and vote due to property interests located within the Borough which are affected by the ordinance.  

No discussion and the public hearing was closed.

MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY NATE DYSARD TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #357 WHICH AMENDS THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE FOR APARTMENTS IN THE VC-2 DISTRICT BY CONDITIONAL USE.  4 YES, 1 ABSTENTION.  MOTION CARRIED.
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Fourth Street: 

An Ordinance has been advertised and proposed for the dedication of Fourth Street.  The Borough is taking dedication of a 50 foot right-of-way.  The right-of-way does not include the whole cul-de-sac.  The Borough is working with adjacent owners to acquire the whole right-of-way for the cul-de-sac.

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY NATE DYSARD TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #358 APPROVING THE ORDINATION PLAN OF FOURTH STREET PREPARED BY RICHARD C. MAST ASSOCIATES, PC, ADOPTING THE PLAN AS THE OFFICIAL BOROUGH PLAN FOR SAID STREET AND APPROVING AND OPENING AS A PUBLIC HIGHWAY THE SAID STREET.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Alleyway Project: 

A meeting was held with Mike Galla, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish, Bob Brant and Wendy McKenna to discuss the alleyway behind Main Street.  A meeting will be set up with the new owners of the adjacent properties to Borough Hall.  The Borough plans to discuss the acquisition of the alley and various easements through their property and adjacent properties.  Following that discussion, the Borough will need to talk with Montgomery County with respect to the alley being adjacent to the trail. Council will need to direct the Borough engineer to proceed with drawings for the proposed alley.

MOTONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO AUTHORIZE CARROLL ENGINEERING TO DO PRELIMINARY WORK FOR THE ALLEYWAY.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Perkiomen Valley School District: 

The Borough Auditors have provided the information concerning the overpayment of taxes to the Perkiomen Valley School District and are working to resolve this issue.
Central Perkiomen Valley Regional Comprehensive Plan – Amendment:
A public hearing was held on the proposed Amendment to the Central Perkiomen Valley Regional Comprehensive Plan.  Bob Brant introduced Board Exhibit 1, Legal Notice and advertisement and Board Exhibit 2, Resolution NO. 2009-15. Public Hearing was closed.
MOTIONED BY NATE DYSARD AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2009-15 THAT THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE SCHWENKSVILLE BOROUGH DOES HEREBY ADOPT THE TWO AMENDMENTS PREPARED BY THE CENTRAL PERKIOMEN VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION AMENDING THE OFFICIAL CENTRAL PERKIOMEN VALLEY REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
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FIRE COMPANY REPORT:  The monthly report from the Fire Chief was presented by Chief Keyser.  There were 5 calls for the Month of October with 38 men in service for a period of 
1 hour 5 minutes. 
Fire Company will be putting the Christmas lights up on November 22, 2009

Chicken BBQ will take place on December 6, 2009.

AMBULANCE REPORT: For October 2009, there was 9 calls for Schwenksville and 7 calls to the Colonnade.   Entertainment books are on sale @ the Ambulance Bldg. @ $30.00 each.  Basket Bingo will take place on Friday November 13, 2009.  The 2010 Ambulance memberships have been mailed.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Joe Giunta absent.
BOROUGH MANAGER REPORT: 
PECO Grant: 

The grant would be a good way to fund a plan for Meadow Park.  The grant application is due on January 15, 2010.  The total amount that can be applied for is $10,000 and may be used to pay for 50% of the eligible activities.  The matching funds must be in cash and not in-kind services.  Mike will come to the December meeting with more information.

TCDI Grant through the DVRPC: 

This project will involve the creation of a Main Street Improvement Plan to delineate parking, explore traffic calming measures, access points to trail, improvements to sidewalks, and possible streetscapes. One formal Proposal of $15,500 was submitted to the Borough.  The other informal proposals were projected to be $20,000 to $25,000.  Mike would like authorization to apply for the grant of $15,500 with a 20% match which would be $3,100.  The grant is due November 20, 2009 and should be awarded at the beginning of the year.

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY NATE DYSARD TO APPLY FOR THE TCDI GRANT AS DISCUSSED.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE, PA





COUNCIL MEETING







November 12, 2009

Page 6
Road Striping and Repainting of Crosswalks: 

An estimate was received from State Line Services in the amount of $3860 to repaint crosswalks on Main Street, Second Street, Centennial Street and Church Street along with repainting double yellow lines on Third Street, Maple Street, Centennial Street and Summit Ave. from Woodland to Mine Hill Road.  Mike suggested using money from liquid fuels to fund the project.

Council recommends having the street sweeping finished before the striping and repainting of the lines is completed.  The Council also recommends having the striping and painting completed in the Spring due to snow plows possibly ruining the newly striped and painted areas.

Mike will solicit estimates for the street sweeping and will have this project completed in December.

Correspondence: 

The Borough Association Holiday Dinner will be December 3, 2009, see Gail for reservation.

The Spring Mount Bridge Closure has caused traffic to back up through the town.  Mike and Gail have been contacting Penn DOT to see if some relief can be provided.

The Borough received a notice about the 2010 New Officials Training.

A letter from Mark John was submitted to Ed Brooks outlining the repairs to 100, 128 and 130 Main Street before the Use and Occupancy permits can be issued.

The Liquid Fuels allocation for Schwenksville Borough in 2010 will be $26,923.83.

A letter from Scott Moyer was received by the Borough concerning the sensor at Perkiomen and Main.  Mr. Moyer believes that the sensor is not working properly.  Mike is looking into this issue.

The Borough received a thank you letter for the donation that was given to Meals on Wheels.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE: Lee Ann reported that the survey to the state is almost complete.
REVITALIZATION TASK FORCE: A Public Meeting will be held on January 25, 2010 at 7:00pm in the Schwenksville Library.
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STREETS AND ROADS: no report
PROPERTY: New signs have been placed on the outside of Borough Hall.
ACTIVITY COMMITTEE: no report

STREET LIGHTING: Randy Schaeffer has finished the 4th street light and has replaced a number of bulbs for the street lights.
ALLEY WAY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: Council authorizes Carroll Engineering to start preliminary work for the alleyway.
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD: no report

OLD BUSINESS: Brian Pippert reported that the children have made a jump by the trail between the Firehouse parking Lot and the Authority parking lot. Brain has had to call parents to report the children getting hurt.  Mike will talk with the Authority to see what can be done.

Cross walk signs: 
The survey was completed for the Schwenksville Elementary School.  A request for two signs that say, “State Law Yield to Pedestrians in Crosswalk,” has been submitted to Penn DOT.
NEW BUSINESS: Todd Larsen was appointed by Council to fill the position on the Zoning Hearing Board.

Motioned by Nate Dysard and seconded by Ray Yeanish to appoint Todd Larsen to the Zoning Hearing Board to fill the vacancy.  All were in favor and the motion carried.
Next meeting will be Thursday December 10, 2009 7:30 PM

It was motioned by Rudy Micsko seconded by Ray Yeanish to adjourn the meeting at 9:27PM.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

