Borough of Schwenksville, PA

Council Meeting

May 14, 2009

Council Vice-President Rudy Micsko at 7:30 PM called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting of May 14, 2009 to order.

Present: Rudy Micsko, Arthur Fairclough, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish and Mayor 

Joseph Giunta.  

Also present, Robert Brant, Esq., Albert Herrmann, Borough Manager, Gail Phillips, Council Secretary, and Ken Yerger, Borough Engineer. 

Absent: Steven Schwenk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; by the assembly

Reorganization of Council:  Vice-President Rudy Micsko asked for the reorganization of Council.  Ray Yeanish made a motion to reorganize Borough Council, seconded by Lee Ann Miller.   All were in favor, Steve Schwenk absent. 
Current President is Steve Schwenk and Vice-President is Rudy Micsko.
Nomination for President, Ray Yeanish nominated Arthur Fairclough for the position of President of Council. No other nominations.  Lee Ann Miller moved that the nominations be closed, seconded by Ray Yeanish.  All were in favor.

Ray Yeanish made a motion that Arthur Fairclough be President of Borough Council, seconded by Lee Ann Miller.  All were in favor, motion carried. Steve Schwenk absent.
Current Vice-President is Rudy Micsko.  No nominations for Vice-President.

Arthur asked that Rudy run the rest of the meeting.

MINUTES: dispense with the reading of the minutes of the April 9, 2009 & Special Meeting April 29, 2009.  Motion by Ray Yeanish seconded by Rudy Micsko, It was motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of April 9, 2009 & Special Meeting April 29, 2009. All were in favor.
APPROVAL of the minutes of the April 9, 2009 & Special Meeting April 29, 2009 meeting with the addition to the last paragraph (and more residents on the West Side rely on street parking.) Motion by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Ray Yeanish it was voted to approve the minutes as amended of the April 29, 2009 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND TREASURER’S REPORT   Invoices in the amount of $52,367.74 from the General Fund, $11,971.48 from the Trash Fund and $867.09 from the Liquid Fuels Fund were presented and authorized paid upon motion by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller.  All were in favor and the motion passed.

AUDIENCE:  Ray Yeanish had a meeting with Beth Patterson about the parking on Main Street. We were given some bad information. It was communicated to the Borough that PENN DOT had in fact asked us to close Main Street parking on one side from Perkiomen Ave. down. This is a non-truth. In fact it was a recommendation by the Emergency Responders that we make such a move. PENN DOT did not ask the Borough to close the parking.  Only suggestions can be made. 
Al Herrmann has sent letters to all residents advising them that the action will be rescinded and that the parking will stay as parking on both sides.  Jim Keyser wanted to let everyone know that it was not the Fire Company that requested the change in the parking.

Linda Wilde of 63 Main Street stated that at the last meeting, She was not happy with the way President Schwenk talked to the residents. She talked with PENN DOT and was told that it was bad information about eliminating the parking on Main St. between Perkiomen Ave. and Rt. 29.  Linda then discussed other parking issues.
Arthur Fairclough apologized for the tone of the last meeting.
It was motioned by Lee Ann Miller seconded by Ray Yeanish to rescind the previous motion of the April 29, 2009 Special meeting to eliminate parking on the East side of Main St. between Perkiomen Ave. and RT.29.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

Jennifer of 451 Main Street was asking about how to eliminate the loud music that comes from the service station.  Al Herrmann told her that a letter was sent to the owner about the loud music and that they have 20 days to comply.

ENGINEER’S REPORT, Ken Yerger reported that the Mine Hill Rd. project will be starting within the next 10 days, improving the block of Mine Hill, Hillcrest and Pleasant

View Ave.  
Ken stated that on Hillcrest Ave. (Mine Hill, Summit) the bid came in well under the amount.  He spoke to Kate Jackson (County) to see if this could be added to the Mine Hill project. Kate said it could. Council needs to approve this.
It was motioned by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Lee Ann Miller to include the Hillcrest section to the Mine Hill Rd. project grant.  All were in favor and the motion carried.
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The same contractor was awarded the Woodland Ave. project between RT.29 and Summit Ave.  This will be started within the next two weeks.  Contractor will inform the residents when the work will start for both projects.

Sink hole at the Post Office, temp patch is still in place.  Work has not been started because it is too wet.  G.R. Patton has confirmed the repair cost at the sink hole in the driveway other costs to clean out the culvert upstream side loaded with limbs and debris.  $240.00 hr. to remove the debris, estimated 2 to 3 hours. Also repair needs to be done at a sink hole on Maple Street and Library Lane.  This is considered an emergency repair.
Direct Ken Yerger to approve all 3 projects to be done at the same time not to exceed $25,000.00 for all 3 projects.
It was motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller to direct Ken Yerger to approve all 3 projects to be done at the same time not to exceed $25,000.00 for all 3 projects. All were in favor and the motion carried.
Ken Yerger will review the ordinance of Forest Lane and Fourth Street, and advise council.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: Bob Brant reported that the School District Master Census lists will be redone eliminating the personal information.  This was in response to the letter sent by Mr. Brant regarding the personal information that is on the list.  The list in the Borough Office will be properly destroyed. 

Bob Brant received emails that Lee Ann Miller should not have had a vote on the parking issue on Main Street.  Lee Ann was permitted to vote because this issue had nothing to do with her development project at the lumber yard.
Fire Company project prompted the suggestion to adopt a de minimis land development review on certain projects, if you are adding a small addition could be an in house review.  Council directed Bob Brant to draft an ordinance for small additions.  

A discussion was held on the alley way and Lee Ann recused herself from council to speak on behalf of Schwenksville Investment Properties.  The Manning Family does not need the alley way to develop the property.  Developer can do building and parking without the alley.  They are waiting for the Borough to take steps about the alley; they would pay for the cost of the alley construction behind the Lumber Yard. but do not want to pay for the engineering & legal costs.

Univest has no interest to the Right-of-Way.  It is estimated that the cost for one Quiet Title action is $3,500.00. Question was raised as to how close the alley can get to the County trail.  We need to know this before we can go forward. Lee Ann will email the issues & research that has been done to Solicitor Bob Brant for his review.
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FIRE COMCPANY REPORT:  The monthly report from the Fire Chief was presented by Chief Keyser.  There were 6 calls for the Month of April with 45 men in service for a period of 4 hours 20 minute.  Arthur thanked Jim for all the help for Community Day.

AMBULANCE REPORT: The report of the Lower Frederick Regional Ambulance Corp. For April was presented by Jean Houpt 7 calls for Schwenksville, 4 calls at the Colonnade.  We will be participating at the Schwenksville Community Day May 9th. Jean would like to say thank you for having the Community Day and hope it continues.
BOROUGH MANAGER REPORT: Al Herrmann reported that at the May 7th Planning Commission meeting they have recommended to Council to Amend the VC2 district to allow second floor apartments as a conditional use.
On May 7th a pre construction meeting was held for Mine Hill rd. Woodland Ave.  Contractor will contact all residents on those streets when they will be starting the work.

Additional work on the Trailhead will start when weather permits.
A letter was sent to Council from Joe O’Neil 280 Centennial Street. about water getting in his garage after the Boyer Alley work was done.  Ken and Al will look at this and recommend repairs.

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE: Lee Ann Miller reported that Chris Kraft has stepped aside temporarily as chairman and that Pam Ruoff is acting Chairman.
Addressing the issue of trying to protect our historic buildings in town, an expert from the State Historic Preservation office will be at the June 4th Planning Commission meeting.  Borough Council and public are invited to attend.

REVITALIZATION TASK FORCE: Joe Nixon has not been available for a meeting because of the limitation of the number of meetings he is permitted to attend.
STREETS AND ROADS: were covered under the Engineers Report.

FINANCE: Rudy Micsko stated that he has given his report to Council.

PROPERTY: Lee Ann reminded Council that money has been approved for the outside painting of Borough Hall.  Lee Ann and Al will work on getting bids.

ACTIVITY COMMITTEE: Lee Ann reported that Community Day was a big success.

Rudy & Council congratulated Lee Ann, Lisa and the team on the success of Community Day.  There were 18 sponsors, 40 booths and various entertainment.  Thank you to the Fire Company, Fire Police, Authority, Arthur and everyone else that was involved.
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All expenses will be paid from the funds collected.  

The NO PARKING signs are fading and need to be replaced.  Most notable are the ones on Second Street, Maple Street and Church Street.  Also the curbs need to be repainted with the yellow paint.

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD, Arthur reported that the new steps are done and they look good.  Electric is in at the pavilion and the also the security lighting. We are still having problems with vandalism on the tables and benches.

INDUSTRIAL HALL EXPLORATORY COMMITTEE: Lee Ann reported that the committee is still waiting for the architects report.

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Joe Giunta reported that he has received a copy of the incidents in the Borough handled by the State Police.  Joe congratulated Lee Ann and Lisa for a great job on the success of Community Day.

The Mayor agreed to look into the possibility of establishing a "Town Watch" program for the Borough.
Resumes for Borough Manager Position, keep in mind cost of a full time manager in relation to the budget.

NEW BUSINESS: Steve has talked to Joseph Micsko about the website.  Mr. Micsko estimates $3,500 for the cost to redesign the Borough website.

It was motioned by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Lee Ann Miller to authorize an increase from $1,000.00 to $3,500.00 for the cost of the redesign of the website.  All were in favor and the motion carried. Rudy Micsko recused himself from the vote.
Council will recess for an Executive meeting on a Personnel matter @ 9:47PM.

Council resumed the regular meeting at 10:19PM no action was taken.  It was motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:20PM.  All were in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

