BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILE, PA

COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MARCH 12, 2009

Council President Steve Schwenk at 7:30PM, called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting, March 12, 2009 to order.

Present: President of Council Steve Schwenk, Rudy Micsko, Arthur Fairclough, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish, Mayor Joe Giunta. 

Also present, Robert Brant Esq., Robert Umstead Borough Manager and Gail Phillips Council Secretary.

Absent: 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: By the assembly

MINUTES: Dispense with the reading of the minutes of the February 12, 2009. Motioned by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Ray Yeanish, It was motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of February 12, 2009 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

APPROVAL:  of the minutes of the February 12, 2009. Motioned by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Ray Yeanish it was voted to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2009 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried

SPECIAL GUEST: Mrs. Michele Haytko branch Manager Perkiomen Valley Library at Schwenksville thanked Borough council for their continued financial support and presented Council with a Certificate of Appreciation.

AUDIENCE: Roy Miller 320 Centennial Street reported that the ad for Minehill Improvements was in the Mercury twice. Is the Borough going to be charged for the two ads?  The Mercury will not charge the Borough for both of the ads.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TREASURER’S REPORT: Gail Phillips reported for the period ending February 28, 2009 and the current invoices which are due totaling $35,109.29 from the General Fund and $867.09 from the Liquid Fuels Account and $11,210.00 from the Trash fund was presented.  Motioned by Arthur Fairclough and seconded by Ray Yeanish.  All were in favor and the motion carried.
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Engineers Report: Ken Yerger, the sink hole at the Post Office still has a temporary repair.  We are waiting for the weather to warm up to do the asphalt, looking for April or May to do that work.
Advertisements for the Mine Hill Rd. and the Woodland Ave. were in the Mercury.  The bid openings will be held on April 2, 2009 and awarding of the contract at the April 9, 2009 Council Meeting.

Solicitor’s Report – Bob Brant reported that Bob Umstead, Ken Yerger, Ray Yeanish and Bob Brant met to discuss the request by Schwenksville Investment Properties to remove certain buildings/structures on the premises. A demolition permit must be filed with the Borough. Also discussed was the alley way and that the Borough should pursue the use/ownership of the right-of-way at this time. Solicitor was directed to write a letter to developer concerning impervious coverage.
An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the Borough of Schwenksville, Revising Chapter 176, Zoning, to Provide for Revisions to the Parking Regulations Set Forth in Section 176-96, Required Off-Street Parking Facilities. A public meeting will be held on April 9, 2009 and will be advertised.

An Ordinance Assigning New Street Addresses, this will also be a public meeting held on April 9, 2009 and will be advertised.

Bob Brant read the resignation letter from Bob Umstead. Mr. Umstead will stay until April 9, 2009.

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF BOB UMSTEAD BOROUGH MANAGER. 

ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Borough Council went into an Executive session at 8:23pm – 8:41pm.

Borough council made no decisions.
Borough Council meeting resumed at 8:41pm.

Fire Company Report - Fire Chief Jim Keyser - Absent



February 2009 Report 5 Calls 35 men in service total time



6hrs 18 min. Fire Report on file. 

Chicken Bar-B-Queue Sunday March 15, 2009
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Ambulance Report – No Report

Borough Managers Report – Bob Umstead


The Perkiomen Valley School District is having a retreat inviting Council persons to attend Tuesday March 31, 2009.  Lee Ann Miller said she would try to attend.
Council has received a letter from Drew Larson from Spring Mount Summit Condominiums about the pot holes on Forest Lane.  Bob has asked the authority to do some minor repair work.  Council asked Ken Yerger to evaluate Forest Lane before the Borough ordains the road.

Rep. Bob Mench’s office has informed the Borough that Spring Mount Road Bridge will be closed in June for repairs for approximately 18 months.

The Borough has received from Ray Yeanish an application for a Zoning variance for the estate of Jay Yeanish.  It has been distributed to everyone except Council.  Council will receive a copy before the April Council meeting.  The Zoning Hearing meeting will be April 23, 2009.

We have received quotes to replace the steps leading to Meadow Park.  Low quote for 8x8 pressured treated steps with side rails, railing concrete steps.  Patton Construction $6,250.00, other quotes ranged from $6,700.00 to $14,000.00.

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PARKS COMMITTEE TO HAVE PATTON CONSTRUCTION TO DO THE WORK.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Street sweeping will be done on April 13th and 15th.  A notice will be sent with the April trash billing.

Montgomery County Planning Commission 3 year contract for $26,000.00.
MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO ACCEPT THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY PLANNING 3YEAR PROPOSAL OF $26,000.00.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Historic Committee – No Report
Streets and Roads - Ray Yeanish – No Report
Finance- Rudy Micsko gave Council the balance report and the profit and loss report. A discussion was held about the billing policy and the overdue accounts.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
Open Space Committee – Upper Salford has entered into a settlement with the property owner of the Spring Mount property.  Schwenksville is a co-owner of this property with Upper Salford.

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH THAT WE RELINQUISH UPTO $436,500.00 OF OUR OPEN SPACE FUNDS TO BE UTILIZED BY UPPER SALFORD TOWNSHIP TO PURCHASE THE SPRING MOUNT PROPERTY.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Steve and Arthur would like to submit a grant application for Meadow Park. 

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO THAT WE SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION FOR MEADOW PARK.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

A public meeting will be held on Thursday March 26, 2009 @ 7:30PM for the purpose of submitting grant application to Montgomery County under the Montgomery County Open Space Plan.  This will be advertised.
Property – Lee Ann Miller – No Report
Street Lighting – No report

Activity Committee – Will have a full report at the next meeting regarding Community Day.
Parks and Recreation Board – No Report
Revitalization Task Force – No Report
Alley Way Development Committee – No Report
Industrial Hall Exploratory Committee -   Steve talked to the realtor about the property.  The price of Industrial Hall is $195,000.00. The realtor has someone interested in the Bromer House.
The borough would work with the owner of the Bromer House with easements for parking and the alley way. A discussion was held about renovations for Industrial Hall.
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MOTIONE BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO APPLY FOR A $15,000.00 GRANT FOR AN ENGINEER STUDY FOR THE ALLEY RIGHT-OF-WAY AND PARKING ISSUE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Mayor’s Report –.State Police reported for the month of January 2009 12 incidents and February 2009 33 incidents.  The State Police also had an officer meet with the youth group from New Eden Fellowship Church. 
The Mayor also talked with Barry Isett and Associates about a grant writer, Joe Hoffman is a grant writer and works from this office.

Website information was given to Council.  Steve will be taking care of the website.

Joe also thanked Bob Umstead for his invaluable service, my appreciation for helping us in a difficult time.
Old Business – none
New Business – The Authority had some vandalism done to Well #5 and the Authority took emergency action to correct it.
Lee Ann Miller had a draft of the Newsletter, and will be mailed out before the next Council meeting.
Steve has a request from Montgomery county Lands Trust for a $250.00 contribution.

MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILER TO CONTRIBUTE $250.00 TO THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY LANDS TRUST.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Adjournment – Motion by Rudy Micsko seconded by Arthur Fairclough, at 10:25PM to adjourn. All were in favor and the motion carried.

NEXT MEETING: Thursday April 9, 2009 @ 7:30pm.

Respectfully submitted by

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

