Borough of Schwenksville, PA





Council Meeting

June 11, 2009

Council President Arthur Fairclough at 7:30 PM called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting June 11, 2009 to order.

Present: Arthur Fairclough, Rudy Micsko, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish and Mayor 

Joseph Giunta.  

Also present Blake Dunbar, Esq., Albert Herrmann, Interim Borough Manager, Gail Phillips, Council Secretary
Absent: Steven Schwenk

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; by the assembly

MINUTES: dispense with the reading of the minutes of the May 14, 2009   Motion by Ray Yeanish seconded by Rudy Micsko, It was motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of May 14, 2009. All were in favor and the motion carried.
APPROVAL of the minutes of the May 14, 2009  Motion by Rudy Micsko seconded by Ray Yeanish it was voted to approve the minutes of the May 14, 2009 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 
Appointment of Borough Manager
The appointment of Michael Galla as the new Borough Manager was brought to Council for a motion.

MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER TO APPOINT MICHAEL G. GALLA AS SCHWENKSVILLE BOROUGH MANAGER EFFECTIVE JULY 6, 2009 AS PER AGREEMENT JUNE 9, 2009.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
AUDIENCE:
Al Fiorillo of 908 Summit Ave. Schwenksville is requesting that the lot he owns is large enough to be split and have 2 parcel numbers.  

Ryan Priest of 192 Main St. Schwenksville has concerns about the Lumber yard property, alleyway and parcel land.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND TREASURER’S REPORT   Invoices in the amount of $55,566.11 from the General Fund, $11,089.00 from the Trash Fund and $851.27 from the Liquid Fuels Fund were presented and authorized paid upon motion by Rudy Micsko seconded by Lee Ann Miller.  All were in favor and the motion passed.
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FINANCE REPORT: Rudy Micsko went over the finances. Total revenue to end the end of May is $424,000.00 the budget is $319,000.00.
 Act 32-EIT (Earned Income Tax) Borough needs to appoint for the Committee 1 delegate and 2 alternates, deferred to next meeting so Council can get more information.
ENGINEER’S REPORT: Al Herrmann read the report from Ken Yerger, Woodland Ave project is complete. Mine Hill Road, PECO is working on relocating gas lines.  Library Lane/Maple Ave. storm sewer repaired.  Removal of the debris at the culvert on Centennial St. across from the Post Office.  Post Office drive/storm sewer repair is on hold because of the wet weather.
Proposed acceptance of Fourth Street and Forrest Lane, council needs to direct the Solicitor to prepare an Ordinance.
MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO DIRECT THE SOLICITOR TO PREPARE AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING FOURTH STREET AND FORREST LANE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

SOLICITORS REPORT: Blake Dunbar reported that they received a letter from Al Fiorillo requesting 2 parcel numbers for his property at 908 Summit Ave. is large enough for 2 separate lots.

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO THAT COUNCIL AUTHORIZE THE BOROUGH MANAGER TO WRITE A LETTER TO THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY BOARD OF ASSESSMENTS STATEING THAT THE FIORILLO PROPERTY HAS 2 LOTS AND SHOULD HAVE SEPARATE PARCEL NUMBERS AND THAT NO SUBDIVISION IS NECESSARY. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
An Ordinance Amending the code of Ordinances of the Borough of Schwenksville, Revising Chapter 147, subdivision and Land Development, Providing for A de minimis Improvement Procedure.

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO AUTHORIZE TO ADVERTISE THE ORDINANCE TO AMENED THE LAND DEVELOPMENT AND SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
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The Ordinance #353 needs to be amended to add another address change.
MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO ADVERTISE FOR PUBLIC MEETING TO AMEND ORDINANCE 353 CHANGING 130 PARK AVE TO 130 GAME FARM ROAD.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Schwenksville Planning commission has recommended to Council changing VC2 District to allow 2 floor apartments.

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO HAVE THE SOLOICITOR PREPARE AND ADVERTISE AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING ORDINANCE TO ALLOW 2ND FLOOR APARTMENTSABOVE A COMMERCIAL USE IN THE VC 2 DISTRICT.  LEE ANN MILLER RECUSED HERSELF FROM THIS VOTE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Quiet Title actions for the Alleyway – Lee Ann Miller has recused herself as member of Council and will speak on behalf of the developer.
MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO AUTHORIZE THE SOLICITOR TO FILE AN ACTION TO QUIET TITLE TO THE FORMER RAIROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY AT THE REAR OF PROPERTIES 140 TO 270 MAIN STREET AND ANY PROPERTY DEEMED NECESSARY BY THE BOROUGH ENGINEER.  ALSO THAT COUNCIL AUTHORIZE BRIAN SPRAY OF INTERGRATED ENGINEERING TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS FOR THESE PROPERTIESN FOR A FEE OF $550 PLUS $150 PER PARCEL.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
FIRE COMCPANY REPORT:  The monthly report from the Fire Chief was presented by Chief Keyser.  There were 4 calls for the Month of May with 42 men in service for a period of 3 hours 34 minutes.  Arthur alerted Jim to the need to take care of the graffiti on the picnic tables prior to the circus.
AMBULANCE REPORT: The report of the Lower Frederick Regional Ambulance Corp. For May was presented by Jean Houpt 10 calls for Schwenksville, 6 calls at the Colonnade.  Total calls for the year to date for Schwenksville is 33.

BOROUGH MANAGER REPORT: Al Herrmann reported that a letter was written to the Keystone State service station regarding the broken sidewalk.  They have been in contact with Mark John.

A letter was written and sent to Verizon about the debris on the sidewalk on Main Street and also for the broken up sidewalk.  We have had no response.
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Contractors have completed the work on the Gateway to the Perkiomen Trail.
Authority will be repairing the potholes on Church and Main Streets.

Estimates were received for the painting of the outside of Borough Hall.  Al recommends we accept the estimate from Miller Painting of $2,950.00.
MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO ACCEPT THE BID BY MILLER PAINTING FOR THE EXTERIOR PAINTING OF BOROUGH HALL INCLUDING MINOR REPAIRS AND CAPPING OF THE FRONT LEDGE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE: Lee Ann Miller reported that the committee will be doing Historic Resource Survey. A gentleman came to the Planning Commission from the State Historic Preservation Office for a presentation. The committee can hire someone to do this survey at a cost of $4,000 plus $150 for miscellaneous expense.  

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER TO HAVE COUNCIL EXTEND THE HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMITTTEE TO SPEND $4,150.00 FOR A HISTORICAL RESOURCE SURVEY SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

REVITALIZATION TASK FORCE: Meeting on June 22, 2009.
STREETS AND ROADS: Ray Yeanish reported that Resolution 2009-05 needs to be signed.  
MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO AUTHORIZE AND DIRECT THE BOROUGH MANAGER TO SIGN THE ATTCHED TRAFFIC SIGNAL MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT AND THE BOROUGH SECRETARY BE AUTHORIZED AND DIRECTED TO ATTEST AND SEAL THE SAME.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

PROPERTY: Historical Society is still working on the storage of historic society artifacts and the Albright houses. Privacy in Borough Hall is also an issue.  Does Council have any objections to Lee Ann coming up with cost efficient ideas for both of the issues? No objections from council.
ACTIVITY COMMITTEE: Lee Ann reported that they would like to use $1,000.00 to do a summer event along with $1,000.00 from the Parks Committee.

STREET LIGHTING: Light on Pleasantview Ave is on the schedule for repair.
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PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD: No report
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Joe Giunta reported that he has received an email from Janelle Miller about Property Tax Rebates.  This should be posted on the website. State Police report 45 incidences in the Borough for May.  Neighborhood Town Watch, an expense for these needs to be explored.  Joe will attend the meeting at Lower Frederick Township in July. 
The Borough Code calls for attendance requirements for Council.  

An item for the agenda for Correspondence should be added to the Agenda.

INDUSTRIAL HALL EXPLORATORY COMMITTEE: Lee Ann reported that she spoke to the real-estate agent and that the price is still coming down but they have had no offers they will accept.  The committee had asked Bob Nace Architect to do a facade survey report.  That report has been completed and has been distributed to the members of the Industrial Hall Exploratory Committee and also a copy for Borough Hall. 
OLD BUSINESS: developer for the web site has given the first page for Council to review.

Council and the Mayor also thanked Al Herrmann for his work here at the Borough.  Al’s last day is June 25th and will spend sometime with Mike.  Al has enjoyed working here for the Borough.
Next meeting will be Thursday July 9, 2009, 7:30 PM
It was motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:23PM.  All were in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

