BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE, PA





COUNCIL MEETING

JULY 9, 2009

Council President Arthur Fairclough at 7:30 PM called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting July 9, 2009 to order.

Present: Arthur Fairclough, Rudy Micsko, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish and Mayor 

Joseph Giunta.  

Also present Blake Dunbar, Esq., Mike Galla Borough Manager, Gail Phillips Council Secretary.
Absent: 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; by the assembly

MINUTES: dispense with the reading of the minutes of the June 11, 2009   Motion by Rudy Micsko seconded by Ray Yeanish, It was motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of June 11, 2009. All were in favor and the motion carried.
APPROVAL of the minutes of the June 11, 2009  Motion by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller it was voted to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2009 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 
Resignation of Councilman Steven Schwenk:

MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF COUNCILMAN STEVEN SCHWENK AS OF THE DATE OF HIS LETTER JUNE 11, 2009.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Arthur thanked Steve for his service to the Borough and wished him success in the future.
As of tonight’s meeting there is not a replacement for the vacant seat on Borough Council.  A Special meeting will be held on Thursday July 23, 2009 at 7:00PM to fill the vacant seat on Council.
AUDIENCE:

David Kunicki of 120 Highland Ave. reported that on July 4th 2009 his neighbor at 804 Clearfield Ave was discharging fireworks.  The falling debris had singed his carpet on his deck, burn marks on his gazebo etc. (David had the remains of the debris and the fireworks for the council to see).  Can the Borough do anything about this?  Carmela Benjamin of 119 Highland Ave. reported that she also has debris in her yard from the 

fireworks that were discharged from 804 Clearfield Ave. Her concern is that these fireworks could have started a fire within all the trees in the area.
Mike Galla, Borough Manager will send a letter to the residents at 804 Clearfield Ave.
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Todd Larsen of 160 Fourth Street is aware of the resignation Steve Schwenk and came to sit in on the Council meeting.  Todd works for Unitech in Royersford.
Linda Wilde of 63 Main St. was wondering about the traffic plan that was talked about at the other meeting.  She does not want tax payer money to pay for the traffic study.
Mayor Giunta reported that the Spring Mount Bridge closing has been delayed.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND TREASURER’S REPORT   Invoices in the amount of $107,990.14 from the General Fund,($58,884.75 from grant will be reimbursed) $11,460.28 from the Trash Fund and $851.27 from the Liquid Fuels Fund were presented and authorized paid upon motion by Ray Yeanish seconded by Rudy Micsko.  All were in favor and the motion passed.

FINANCE REPORT: Rudy Micsko went over the finances. 

 Act 32-EIT (Earned Income Tax): Appointment of members:

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER TO APPOINT BY RESOLUTION 2009-07 RUDY MICSKO AS PRIMARY DELEGATE TO THE TAX COLLECTION COMMITTEE WITH MICHAEL GALLA AND GAIL PHILLIPS AS ALTERNATES.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: Mike Galla reported that Woodland Ave. project is complete and that the Mine Hill Rd. project is complete with a few minor outstanding items to be completed.
Contractor is to begin the work on the sink hole at the Post Office the week of July 20th. Mike will contact the neighbor beside the Post Office.

Ken Yerger and Mike Galla will talk with Joe O’Neil about his issue.

SOLICITORS REPORT: Blake Dunbar reported on the quiet title, Mike Galla will contact Brian Spray from Integrated Engineering to follow up on the survey plan.
Ordinances for amending The Subdivision and Land Development regarding small additions and Amending the Zoning Ordinance to allow second floor apartments in the VC2 District and proposed Ordinance changing the address of 130 Park Avenue to 130 Game Farm Road.  These will be advertised to be adopted at the August 13, 2009 Borough Council meeting.

Ordination of 4th street will be advertised and adopted at the August meeting.
Forest Lane ordination, Blake Dunbar is still looking into ownership of the land before this street can be ordained.
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FIRE COMPANY REPORT:  The monthly report from the Fire Chief was presented by Chief Keyser.  There were 4 calls for the Month of June with 36 men in service for a period of 2 hours 50 minutes.  Jim also mentioned that a tree was on fire down at Meadow Park on July 4th.
AMBULANCE REPORT: No Report

BOROUGH MANAGER REPORT: Mike Galla reported that Resolution 2009-06, Retention of Public Records needed a motion.

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2009-06 THAT THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF SCHWENKSVILLE BOROUGH DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO FOLLOW THE MUNICIPAL RECORDS ACT, 53PA. C.S.A 1381 ET SEQ. WITH RESPECT TO THE RETENTION AND DISPOSITION OF PUBLIC RECORDS.

Correspondence letters: Received a letter about the Economic Development Program Reception on July 15th at 4 pm. Mike will attend.

Brandon Durham has completed 14 hours of Community service.
Received a letter from the County Health Department; Fun In The Sun free 45 minute class on Safety.

Code enforcement Officer is duly enforcing the codes.

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE: Pam Ruoff is temporary Chairperson and Chris Kraft will be back soon.  The committee will split up the work for the survey and to submit the survey in September.
REVITALIZATION TASK FORCE – Members Bonnie Eckenrode, Amy Barndt and Steve Schwenk resigned.  Mike Galla was added to the committee. Members will be receiving a copy of the Revitalization plan form review and comment.  The committee has through 2010 to complete.  A meeting will be held with Joe Nixon in September.
STREETS AND ROADS: Alley way project is moving ahead.
PROPERTY: Painting of Borough Hall is proceeding; Lee Ann, Mike and Gail have been organizing the office and the basement. Lee Ann handed out a plan on moving furniture in Borough Hall for more privacy for the manager.  Council agreed to the new furniture arrangement and the purchase of any necessary items within the budgeted amount.
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ACTIVITY COMMITTEE:

STREET LIGHTING: Light is out on 131 4th St. Electrician will be called. 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD: No report
ALLEY WAY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: talked about under Solicitors report
INDUSTRIAL HALL EXPLORATORY COMMITTEE: Council has decided not to purchase Industrial Hall.  This committee is no longer active.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Joe Giunta, State Police report 29 incidences in the Borough for June, one arrest for drug possession, underage drinking. DUI arrests –one drug one alcohol.
Joe attended the Spring Mount Neighborhood Watch group.  Joe circulated a copy of his report to council. Joe also suggest we send a flyer to the residents to come to a meeting about starting a Town Watch Group and will have a member from the State Police at the meeting.

Joe asked about our curfew ordinance, will ask if the State Police will enforce this ordinance.

OLD BUSINESS: Website – Joe Micsko is doing the design and will meet with Mike and Arthur.
Gateway grant follow up with the County to close it out. 2 things still need to be done; keystone sign after its repainted needs to be put back on post at the south end of town and the banners need to be ordered. Lee Ann would also like to see the banners on Main St. Mike and Lee Ann will work on a proposal, including options for Christmas lights, as budgeted.
NEW BUSINESS: Arthur reported about the vandalism at the Authority building and at the pavilion at Meadow Park.
Next meeting will be Thursday August 13, 2009, 7:30 PM

It was motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller to adjourn the meeting at 10:15PM.  All were in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

