BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILE, PA

COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JANUARY 8, 2009
Council President Steve Schwenk at 7:30PM, called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting, January 8, 2009 to order.

Present: President of Council Steve Schwenk, Arthur Fairclough, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish and Mayor Joe Giunta.

Also present, Blake Dunbar Esq., Robert Umstead Borough Manager and Gail Phillips Council Secretary.

Absent: Rudy Micsko

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: By the assembly

MINUTES: Dispense with the reading of the minutes of the December 11, 2008. Motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Arthur Fairclough, It was motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of December 11, 2008 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

APPROVAL of the minutes of the December 11, 2008 minutes: with the following correction: (AUDIENCE: Al Manning from Schwenksville Investment Properties LLC showed a map to council and asked questions pursuant applying for a demolition permit for non principal structures on the property at 250 Main St. Mr. Manning also handed out a letter to Council with the intention to submit a Tentative Sketch plan to the Planning Commission in January and begin Land Development process for the Lumber Yard Site.

Lee Ann Miller recused herself from Council and is speaking on behalf of Schwenksville Investment Properties LLC.)

Also correction for ACTIVITY COMMITTEE: Lee Ann added Names of the Committee members were submitted along with a proposal detailing the committees function.
Motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Arthur Fairclough it was voted to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2008 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

AUDIENCE: Roy Miller 320 Centennial St. is Concerned about the sink hole at the Post office driveway. Bob Umstead will be talking with Carroll Engineering to have a look at the problem.
John Spillane 90-96 Main St. is concerned about the survey by Conver and Smith and the set pins on his property. Mr. Spillane says these pins are not in the right place. Mr. Spillane gave Bob Umstead a copy of the condemnation papers.
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TREASURER’S REPORT: Gail Phillips reported for the period ending December 31, 2008 and the current invoices which are due totaling $14,569.97 from the General Fund and $4,577.67 from the Liquid Fuels Account and $10,941.00 from the Trash fund was presented.  Motioned by Arthur Fairclough and seconded by Ray Yeanish.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

Engineers Report: Bob Umstead gave Council a copy of the proposed preliminary application form the application is for $150,000.Bob prepared a letter and read it to Council which proposes a one way northerly direction 15 foot wide paved alley way beginning at the entrance at 128 Main St. and ending somewhere near the end of the lumber yard property. This is for the construction of that and the storm water drainage improvements may be required at that point……Via a county Revitalization Grant.
MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH ATO MAKE THE APPLICATION FOR THE $150,000.00 GRANT.  THE NAME OF THE APPLICATION “ALLEY WAY”.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Bob Brant suggested that council have a work session to discuss the details for the Alley Way.
Solicitor’s Report – Bob Brant sent a letter to Schwenksville Investment Properties, LLC which was in response to their December 11, 2008 letter.  Mr. Manning showed Council drawings of the property. Preliminary sketch plan are to be submitted to the Planning Committee. Borough engineer and Developer Engineer should work together.

RIGHT TO KNOW OPEN RECORDS – An Open Records officer needs to be named.
MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO APPOINT Gail L. Phillips AS THE OPEN RECORDS OFFICER AND TO ADOPT THE RESOLUTION ON THE RIGHT TO KNOW POLICY.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED

Fire Company Report - Fire Chief Jim Keyser



December 2008 Report 12 Calls 74 men in service total time



8hrs 48 min. Fire Report on file. 2008 Final Chiefs report also on file.
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Ambulance Report – Lower Frederick Regional Ambulance reported 166 calls

for the month of December 2008, 17 in the Borough 8 to the Colonnade. Ambulance Report on File.

Borough Managers Report – Bob Umstead


Terms that were up for reappointment are: 

William Gauger 5year term Schwenksville Authority

Gib Williams 5 year term Planning Commission

Joe O’Neil 5 year term Parks Board

Horace Annis 3 year term Zoning Hearing

Nancy Catton 1 year vacancy Board

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO ACCEPT THE ABOVE REAPPOINTMENTS. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
The Perkiomen Valley School District sent a letter that they are having a Strategic Plan Update meeting on Thursday January 22, 2209 from 8:30am – 11:30am; they have requested that a representative from the Borough attend.  Bob will attend the meeting.

Lee Ann Miller has given her letter of resignation from the Planning Commission.

MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO ACCEPT RELUCTANTLY THE RESIGNATION.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED. Lee Ann Miller has recused herself from this vote.

Governor Rendell has invited all to the 6th Annual Pennsylvania Farm Show Public Officials Day Luncheon on Thursday January 15, 2209 at noon at the farm show.
Yeanish sub division application has gone through the County Planning and the Schwenksville Planning Commission, there are some issues and it is not ready to be given to Borough Council and an extension for 90 days has been submitted.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
Streets and Roads - Ray Yeanish - no report

Finance- Rudy Micsko - absent
Property – Lee Ann Miller – no report

Street Lighting – 4th street lights are still being worked on.  Also the school lights will be looked at.

Activity Committee – no report
Parks and Recreation Board - Improvements at the park for Community day.  The steps need to be replaced.  Arthur is working on getting the steps fixed/replaced.
Jim Keyser also asked about The Family Circus that will be held at the meadow on June 13, 2009.  Jim will send a letter to the Borough so we can ask the insurance company about the liability.
Mayor’s Report – Report from the State Police for incidents in the Borough for the month of December were 25. The State Police do have a Community Service person, his name is Sgt. David Milligan to meet with groups and to listen to any concerns.
Old Business – Newsletter, please send article to Lee Ann.

A letter will be sent to the Planning Commission that the striping for the parking spaces has been put in the budget.
New Business – A reprint of some suggested Revitalization Plan was handed out. 
Reminder that the following terms are up at the end of this year:  Mayor -  Joe Giunta, Council - Ray Yeanish, Lee Ann Miller, Tax Collector - Wendi Rowley, Auditor – Greg Pocius.

Redevelopment Committee has no further use Motioned by Lee Ann Miller and seconded by Arthur Fairclough to dissolve the Redevelopment Committee.  All were in favor and the motion carried.
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Revitalization Task Force – the purpose is to rewrite the revitalization plan. The members are Steve Schwenk, Lee Ann Miller and Bob Umstead.

Alley Way Development Committee – Ray Yeanish, Arthur Fairclough, engineers and the developer.

Industrial Hall exploratory Committee is as follows, Rudy Micsko, Lee Ann Miller and Steve Schwenk.

Arthur Fairclough has agreed to serve on the Open Space Committee

Steve received an estimate for the Highland terrace column and sidewalk on Maple Street. Bob will get 2 more bids for the sidewalk.
Adjournment – Motion by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Ray Yeanish, at 9:31PM to adjourn. All were in favor and the motion carried.

NEXT MEETING: Thursday February 12, 2009 @ 7:30pm.

Respectfully submitted by

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

