BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILE, PA

COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 12, 2009
Council President Steve Schwenk at 7:30PM, called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting, February 12, 2009 to order.

Present: President of Council Steve Schwenk, Rudy Micsko, Arthur Fairclough, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish.
Also present, Robert Brant Esq., Robert Umstead Borough Manager and Gail Phillips Council Secretary.

Absent: Mayor Joe Giunta

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: By the assembly

MINUTES: Dispense with the reading of the minutes of the January 8, 2009. Motioned by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Rudy Micsko, It was motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of January 8, 2009 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

APPROVAL of the minutes of the January 8, 2009 minutes: with the following corrections: Under New Business it should read (A reprint of some suggestions from the Revitalization Plan was handed out and it was determined to be given to the Planning Commission for there input. Revitalization Task Force – additional members should be added at the next meeting and that Lee Ann Miller volunteered to take care of that.)
Motioned by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Rudy Micsko it was voted to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2009 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried
AUDIENCE: Gary Schneider of 345 Perkiomen Ave. has lived in Schwenksville for 20 years, and has lived on Perkiomen Ave for the last 5 years. He graduated from Temple University with a business degree, Owner of a contractor Landscaping business.  Gary has 4 children and would like to see the Community grow. Gary is familiar with pulling permits for projects and would like to be involved on the Planning Commission.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TREASURER’S REPORT: Gail Phillips reported for the period ending January 31, 2009 and the current invoices which are due totaling $32,997.01 from the General Fund and $7,723.59 from the Liquid Fuels Account and $10,896.00 from the Trash fund was presented.  Motioned by Arthur Fairclough and seconded by Lee Ann Miller.  All were in favor and the motion carried.
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Engineers Report: Ken Yerger reported that the sink hole at the Post office driveway is the result of the pipes being chewed up or rusted out.  There is an opening between the pipes and the debris is chewing up the pipe. The emergency repairs were a cost of $3,251.50.  The short term fix a minimum of 2 sections of pipe need to be replaced.  Long term fix is to replace the pipe under the driveway and the ramp and steps.  Recommendation for council is for Bob and Ken to get prices. 
Solicitor’s Report – Bob Brant reported that a meeting was held with Schwenksville Investment Properties LLC and Bob has a plan from them, a meeting with Ray Yeanish, Ken Yerger and Bob Brant will be scheduled and they will report at the next Council meeting.

Montgomery County Emergency Services 911 has asked for the Borough to change the Park Ave addresses to use Game Farm Road address
Fire Company Report - Fire Chief Jim Keyser - Absent


January 2009 Report 12 Calls 86 men in service total time



6hrs 11 min. Fire Report on file. 

Ambulance Report – Lower Frederick Regional Ambulance reported 100 calls

for the month of January 2009, 13 in the Borough 9 to the Colonnade. Ambulance Report on File.

Borough Managers Report – Bob Umstead


Grant Applications – the Preliminary Revitalization Grant Application (alley to the rear of Main St Properties) has been submitted. A meeting with the county, Bob and other representatives will be set to discuss this further.
Open Space Grant - A meeting with the County Planning Commission and the Borough will be held (no day or time has been established) to discuss the grant for the upgrading of the comprehensive plan of Meadow Park and the funding of possible improvements/upgrades to the park.

Assistant Borough Manager Position has not been filled, the person that Bob had in mind would not be good for the Borough. Any input from Council or the Mayor would be appreciated.
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Carroll Engineering is presently working on the spec and bid documents for the second phase of Mine Hill Rd.  We are waiting for the County to give us authorization to proceed. The work is anticipated to be done over the summer months.
The Borough Planning Commission has been discussing changes to the parking regulations included in the Zoning Ordinance.  

MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO AUTHORIZE A MOTION TO ADVERTIZE AN ORDINANCE CONSISTANT WITH THE PLANNING COMMISSIONS RECOMMENDATION AS TO PARKING. ALL WERE IN FAVOR. (LEE ANN MILLER RECUSED HERSELF) MOTION CARRIED.

The 9mm pistol used by Chief Hoppes needs to be disposed of.  Council has agreed to sell it to Ray Yeanish. Ray has agreed to pay $50.00 for the pistol.
Lower Fredrick Ambulance has drawn up a Resolution in support for state action to ensure prompt and fair payments to ambulance companies.
MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2009-01 RE: SUPPORT FOR STATE ACTION TO ENSURE PROMPT AND FAIR PAYMENTS TO AMBULANCE COMPANIES.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

4200 square feet of Woodland Ave. needs to be repaired.  Bob has 2 estimates one for $13,000.00 and one for $26,000.00. the money is in the budget.  Also do we want to overlay Woodland Ave from Main St. to Summit Ave.?  This would be an additional $20,000.00 that has not been budgeted. The reason being the preparing of the bids.  
The Council can chose when the bids are in for both projects whether they do both jobs are not.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Historic Committee – Lee Ann has asked for agenda for the March meeting to educate Council on the process of forming a Historic District.  Adding members to this Committee are Darrin Clossin, Amy Barndt and Pam Ruoff.
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MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO ADD DARRIN CLOSSIN, AMY BARNDT AND PAM RUOFF TO THE HISTORIC COMMITTEE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Streets and Roads - Ray Yeanish – Ray presented to the Central Perkiomen Valley Regional Planning commission the Alley & Street project.  The Committee was very receptive of the plan.  Street alignment is one of the plans to eliminate staggered intersection which create problems. For the Alley Way the County occupies the creek side of the right of way, the borough needs the side of the trail that is not being occupied.  The plan should be presented to the County Planning Committee in Norristown.
Finance- Rudy Micsko – Income statement and Balance sheet. Rudy has given Gail the breakdown to be inputted into the computer.  Correction to be made to the balance sheet accounts receivable should be reduced by $27,000 this money is in the trash account.  Adjusted balance should be $771,433.00. On the Income statement Total Income for January is $73,508.24 total Expenses $30,849.70. Under budget $1,827.00.
Council has been given a draft of the former tax collector audit. Total of taxes underpaid to the borough are $11,563.00. There was $7,926.00 that the Perkiomen Valley School District was overpaid.  Bob Brant will draft a letter to the Perkiomen Valley School District in order to obtain a refund of the overpayment in the amount of $7,926.00.
Property – Lee Ann Miller – committee would like to build an enclosure in the basement to be built with chicken wire to house donated items. Shelves will also be built for storing borough records.
Street Lighting – no report
Activity Committee – no report
Parks and Recreation Board – We are gathering bids for the steps at Meadow Park. Also Lower Fredrick Township is looking into building a Skate Park.
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Revitalization Task Force – Lee Ann has agreed to be chairman.  The Revitalization Plan will be updated.  The County allows us to apply for a grant up to $25,000 to hire a consultant to actually do the work of revamping this plan. The task force supervises the plan and adds there input. The members are Lee Ann Miller, Steve Schwenk, Joe Giunta, Joe Nixon, Joe Laird, Bonnie Eckenrode, Barbara Augustine, Glenn Umberger, Kathy Miller, Amy Barndt, Pam Ruoff and Gary Schneider.
Alley Way Development Committee – A meeting will be set up with Bob Brant, Ken Yerger, Bob Umstead and Ray Yeanish by the end of the month.
Industrial Hall exploratory Committee -   A special meeting will be held.
Open Space Committee- Ted Poatsy from Lower Fredrick Township has asked for some of our excess Open Space money for help in paying for the Spring Mount House property. Also any 2 municipalities go in on an Open space project a portion of your money is cut to 10%.
Mayor’s Report –.Absent no report

Old Business – Ronald Clossin was appointed as the alternate for the Zoning Hearing Board.
The Sidewalk and driveway on Maple Street needs to be replaced.  Written proposals needed. Bob will get the proposals. 

Letter from Bob will be sent to the owner of the Service Station in regards to their sidewalk.
New Business – Web site needs to be scrapped and redone.  Steve has a gentleman from work that is willing to do that.  Steve will get cost for redoing the web site. Rudy also has someone that could do the web site. Council has given Steve permission to have the gentleman he knows make a mock up of the web site with an amount not to exceed $1,000.00.
Gary Schneider was appointed to the Planning Commission by Council. Ray Yeanish, Arthur Fairclough, Rudy Micsko and Steve Schwenk were in favor.
 Lee Ann Miller has recused herself from this conversation and vote.  
Adjournment – Motion by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Rudy Micsko, at 10:00PM to adjourn. All were in favor and the motion carried.

NEXT MEETING: Thursday March12, 2009 @ 7:30pm.

Respectfully submitted by

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

