BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE, PA





COUNCIL MEETING






AUGUST 13, 2009

Council President Arthur Fairclough at 7:30 PM called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting August 13, 2009 to order.

Present: Arthur Fairclough, Rudy Micsko, Nathaniel Dysard and Mayor Joseph Giunta.  

Also present Robert Brant, Esq., Mike Galla Borough Manager, Gail Phillips Council Secretary.
Absent: Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; by the assembly

Mayor Giunta administered the oath of office to Nathaniel Dysard for Borough Council

MINUTES: dispense with the reading of the minutes of the July 9, 2009 and Special meeting July 23, 2009.   Because of this being Mr. Dysard’s first meeting, and that 2 councilmember’s are absent the reading and approval of the July 9, 2009 and July 23, 2009 minutes will be voted on at the September 10, 2009 meeting.
AUDIENCE: Roy Miller of 360 Centennial Street has a concern about the sidewalk on Main Street belonging to Verizon.  Mike Galla responded to Roy that a letter has been sent to Verizon about the sidewalk. Also Roy noted that the weeds on the property on Centennial Street belonging to Bob Brant need to be taken care of.

Linda Wilde of 63 Main Street wanted to make Council aware of uncovered utility holes on the sidewalks on Main St.  One hole is on the sidewalk in front of Studio 29 with weeds growing in it. Mike Galla will look into having these holes covered. Also trash left on sidewalk in front of 75-77 Main Street.  Mike Galla will talk with the owner.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND TREASURER’S REPORT   Invoices in the amount of $35,574.67 from the General Fund $11,089.00 from the Trash Fund and $867.09 from the Liquid Fuels Fund, also added was payment of $58,422.65 for work done on Mine Hill Rd. all were presented and authorized to be paid upon motion by Rudy Micsko seconded by Nathaniel Dysard.  All were in favor and the motion passed.

FINANCE REPORT: Rudy Micsko went over the finances. Rudy is still correcting accounts to fit the government chart of accounts for auditing purposes.

Rudy has asked to write off bad debit from Gregory Dinnocenti of $7,036.06 and Limerick Carpet for $9,636.72.  Council agreed to write off these amounts.
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ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Ken Yerger reported that Mine Hill Rd. is 98to99% completed. Repair for the driveway at 812 Mine Hill Rd. $3,136.00 quote from R.J. Sell.

MOTIONED BY RUDY MISCKO AND SECONDED BY NATHAINEL DYSARD TO APPROVE THE REPAIR FOR 812 MINE HILL ROAD FOR $3,146.00.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
A letter of consent will be written to Darren Rash giving the Borough permission to repair the driveway at 812 Mine Hill Rd.

Post Office repair – storm sewer repaired and backfilled with stone.

Ken has a quote for $3,150.00 to clean and repair the inlet at 2nd and Centennial Street.  Ken will get 2 other quotes and report at the September meeting.

SOLICITORS REPORT: Robert Brant has been working on the quiet title for the alleyway; a site meeting will be set up by Mike Galla. 

Public Hearing: Ordinance amending the Subdivision and Land Development, Ordinance in regard to small additions:

MOTIONED BY NATHANIEL DYSARD AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 356 REVISIONG CHAPTER 147, SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT, PROVIDING FOR A DE MINIMIS IMPROVEMENT REVIEW PROCEDURE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
A Resolution to participate in the PA Conservation Works Grant Program, jointly, with the Schwenksville Borough Authority.  Upon further review the Borough decided not to participate in this program.
Proposed Ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance to allow second floor apartments in the VC-2 District – deferred until reviewed by the Regional Planning Commission.

A Proposed Ordinance 355 assigning a new street address to change 130 Park Avenue to 130 Game Farm Road.

MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY NATHANIEL DYSARD TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 355 AMENDING ORDINANCE 353 ASSIGNING A NEW STREET ADDRESS TO CHANGE 130 PARK AVENUE TO 130 GAME FARM ROAD.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

FIRE COMPANY REPORT:  The monthly report from the Fire Chief was presented by Chief Keyser.  There were 8 calls for the Month of July with 62 men in service for a period of 2 hours 52 minutes.  
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AMBULANCE REPORT: Jean Haupt reported for the month of July 6 calls for Schwenksville and 1 call to the Colonnade. August: 11 calls for Schwenksville and 6 calls to the Colonnade.  Entertainment books are on sale @ the Ambulance Bldg. @ $30.00 each.

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Joe Giunta reported the State Police had 42 calls in the Borough for the month of July. 

Town watch Program- a meeting will be held on Wednesday September 23, 2009 at Borough Hall at 7:00PM.

Bridge closure – bridge will be closed at he end of September; PENN DOT will control the light at Park Ave and Main Street.

Meals on Wheels are looking for ads to be placed in the program guide for their 2009 Meal s on Wheels Performance Series.

MOTIONED BY RUDY MISCKO AND SECONDED BY NATHANIEL DYSARD TO PLACE A ½ PAGE AD FOR A COST OF $250.00.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

BOROUGH MANAGER REPORT: 

Park Hours:

Mike Galla recommended amending the Meadow Park and Pavilion Rules and Regulations due to increased vandalism.

MOTIONED BY NATHANIEL DYSARD AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2009-09 CHANGING THE PARK AND PAVILLION HOURS FROM 7AM UNTIL 10 PM TO SUNRISE TO SUNSET EACH DAY.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED

Comcast:

Mike recommends that Council approve a resolution authorizing entering into the intergovernmental agreement with the other municipalities and approve the Intergovernmental Agreement  to have Dan S. Cohen, Esquire, of Cohen Law Group to negotiate a model Comcast agreement.

According to Mr. Cohen, the ability to increase franchise fee revenue stems from maximizing the definition of gross revenue.  There are at least 20 different revenue sources which make up the definition of gross revenue and the Borough does not have all of these in their current agreement.  Mr. Cohen stated that a new agreement can raise franchise fee revenue on an average of 20%. The cost of Mr. Cohen services would be $2,345.45 which includes the $800 from the Consortium.
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MOTIONED BY NATHANIEL DYSARD AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2009-10 AUTHORIZING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH OTHER MONTGOMERY COUNTY MUNICIPALITIES FOR LEGAL SERVICES TO NEGOTIATE A MODEL AGREEMENT WITH COMCAST FOR CABLE SERVICES.

Montgomery County Consortium of Communities:

The Montgomery County Consortium of Communities was formed in the early 1990’s and is now comprised of approximately 45 out of the 62 municipalities in Montgomery County.  The Consortium works together on joint bidding and volume discounts on items such as gasoline, diesel fuel, heating oil, rock salt, chlorine, and other items.  They have also been able to negotiate jointly with Verizon and now with Comcast.  Many of the municipalities have recently banded together to fight the new DEP stormwater regulations.

Mike recommends that council approves Resolution 2009-11 authorizing the Borough of Schwenksville to be a member of the Montgomery County Consortium of Communities and approve the annual $250 membership fee.

MOTIONED BY NATHANIEL DYSARD AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2009-11 AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE TO BE A MEMBER OF THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY CONSORTIUM OF COMMUNITIES AND APPROVE THE ANNUAL $250 MEMBERSHIP FEE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

GREEN FIELDS/Green Towns Open Space Grant money:

MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY NATHANIEL DYSARD TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2009-12 ACCEPTING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE APPROVAL OF GRANT UNDER MONTGOMERY COUNTY GREEN FIELD/GREENTOWNS OPEN SPACE PROGRAM CONCERNING THE REAL ESTATE IN UPPER SALFORD TOWNSHIP KNOWN AS THE SPRING MOUNTAIN HOUSE PROPERTY  APPROVING $350,000.00.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARIED

Planning Commission Report:

The Planning Commission Reviewed the sketch plan presented by Schwenksville Investment Properties, LLC at their regular monthly meeting on August 6, 2009.  

Mike recommends that Council reaffirm the recommendation from the Planning Commission for the applicant to move onto preliminary/final plan submission.  Council verbally approved the action recommended by the Planning Commission.
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Correspondence: 

5 permits were issued, 2 Use and Occupancy permits were issued.  A letter was sent about the fireworks complaint from last month. A letter was received from 

Marissa Blauert about the Per Capita and Occupation School Tax Bill expressing her support for eliminating the tax in the upcoming November election. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE: no report
REVITALIZATION TASK FORCE: no report
STREETS AND ROADS: no report
PROPERTY: sign on Borough Hall needs to be repainted. The Historical Committee will be asked about the sign.

ACTIVITY COMMITTEE: no report
STREET LIGHTING: 4th St. light bulb has been replaced, Main St. light bulb has been replaced and new photo cells have been replaced on the lights on Borough Hall.

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD: no report
ALLEY WAY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: see solicitors report
OLD BUSINESS: Website – Joe Micsko is doing the design and has met with Mike and Arthur.
4th and Perkiomen hole needs to be covered from removing a light post.

NEW BUSINESS: none
Next meeting will be Thursday September 10, 2009, 7:30 PM

It was motioned by Rudy Micsko seconded by Nathaniel Dysard to adjourn the meeting at 8:49PM.  All were in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

