Borough of Schwenksville, PA

Council Meeting

April 9, 2009

Council President Steve Schwenk at 7:30 PM called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting

 April 9, 2009 to order.

Present President Steve Schwenk, Arthur Fairclough, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish and Mayor 

Joseph Giunta.  

Also present, Robert Brant, Esq.  Robert Umstead, Borough Manager, Acting Secretary, and Ken Yeager, Borough Engineer. 

Absent Rudy Micsko

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; By the assembly

MINUTES; Dispense with the reading of the minutes of the March 12, 2009.  Motion by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Ray Yeanish, It was motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of March 12, 2009 meeting, pending the addition a sentence being added to the Solicitor’s Report.  “The Solicitor was directed to write a letter to the owner of Schwenksville Investment Properties, concerning the Borough’s approval of the impervious coverage not being lost if the building were removed at the present time.   All were in favor and the motion carried. 

Dispense with the reading of the minutes of March 26, 2009.  Motion by Lee Ann Miller seconded by Ray Yeanish, It was motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the March 26, 2009 meeting.  All were in favor. 

APPROVAL of the minutes of the March 12, 2009 meeting.  Motion by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Ray Yeanish it was voted to approve the minutes of the March 12, 2009 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 

AUDIENCE   Gary Hacker, President of the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America was present along with other offices of the POSA.  It is the organization’s desire to build and provide to the Borough with a “retirement box” for the collection of used and tattered U S Flags for proper disposal.   It is the request of the POSA that the box be located in front of Borough Hall.  A brief discussion followed concerning the construction of the “retirement box.”  

It was upon motion by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Ray Yeanish to permit the POSA to place the “retirement box” in front of Borough Hall at the south end of the building.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed.

Al Herrmann was introduced as the interim Borough Manager.  Mr. Herrmann reminded Council that a contract was outstanding and needed to be sign by the Borough Council President for Mr. Herrmann’s services. 

Roy Miller stated that he inspected the new steps being built at Meadow Park and thought that the steps were a much improvement and substantially constructed. 

Al Manning, representing Schwenksville Investment Properties presented a position that SIP may want to remove all of the building at the former Lumber Yard site. The original request was for removal of only the sheds.   However he did not want the removal to jeopardize his ability to rebuild and not loose any of the impervious coverage.  

It was motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Arthur Fairclough to permit SIP to remove all buildings located at 250 Main Street and maintain the right to reconstruct buildings etc and not reduce the present impervious coverage upon new construction commencing subject to review by the Borough Engineer and Solicitor, with the understanding a Demolition Permit would be required.  All were in favor and the motion carried.   Lee Ann Miller rescued herself from voting.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND TREASURER’S REPORT   Invoices in the amount of $20,162.30 from the General Fund, $11,119.50 from the Trash Fund and $867.09 from the Liquid Fuels Fund were presented and authorized paid upon motion by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Ray Yeanish.  All were in favor and the motion passed.

ENGINEER’S REPORT Ken Yeager reported that bids were received and opened on April 2, 2009 in accordance with the advertisement for bids for reconstruction of a one block length of Mine Hill Road. Seven bids were received.  The apparent low bidder was R. J. Sell of Pennsburg, PA with a bid of $100,245.29.  R. J. Sell provided all of the necessary documentation.  The Montgomery County Department of Housing and Community Development which will provide the funding for this project has worked with this company in the past and reported favorable relationships with R. J. Sell.  It was the recommendation of Ken Yeager to award the contract to R.J. Sell subject to review by the Borough Solicitor of the bonds and contracts.   It was motioned by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Ray Yeanish to award the contract for reconstruction of one block of Mine Hill Road to R. J. Sell in the amount of $100,245.29 subject to confirmation by Solicitor Brant.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Ken Yeager further reported that bids were received and opened on April 2, 2009 for road work to be done on Woodland Ave.  Bids were requested for the primary work of repair and replacement of a portion of Woodland Ave.  Alternative bids were also requested for overlayment of Woodland Ave from Main St. to Summit Ave.   If funds are available, it is the Engineer’s recommendation that a contract be awarded to R. J. Sell in the amount of $36,489.15.

It was explained by Borough Manager Bob Umstead that originally in the 2009 Budget an amount of $40,000 was included for the Borough’s portion of construction costs for Mine Hill Road.  At the time of estimating the total cost, oil prices were extremely high.  Oil prices are now approximately one half of the prices at that time and the total cost for Mine Hill Road are lower that anticipated.  The $40,000 budgeted for Mine Hill Road could be diverted to pay for the Woodland Avenue project which is much needed.   

It was upon motion by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller to award a contract to R.J. Sell in the amount of $36,489.15 for repairs and overlayment to Woodland Avenue.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Ken Yeager reported that it was his understanding, and he requested confirmation of this understanding that the sink hole at the Post Office property which is a result of the failure of the Borough’s underground storm sewer system was to be repaired in conformance with the Borough Code as repairs to public works.  This was confirmed by Council and the Borough Solicitor.  Ken Yeager will proceed to have the repairs completed.   

A discussion followed concerning a large pile of debris at the entrance to the storm water sewer system on the South side of Centennial Ave.  It was determined that the debris should be removed possibly by the same contractor who repairs the sink hole and then a determination is to be made concerning the construction and installation of a trash trap of some description.

Ken Yeager also reported that he would have a report available at the May meeting concerning some streets that are not presently dedicated. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT   Sol Bob Brant reported on a meeting conducted on April 8, 2009 with the owner of SIP, Borough Engineer Ken Yeager, Borough Manager Bob Umstead and Interim Manager Al Herrmann along with Sol. Bob Brant.  The subject of the meeting was to discuss the procedure for the owners of SIP for commencing the Land Development process for the property at 250 Main St.  It was determined that the owners would have their engineer contact the Borough engineer to begin the dialog to determine what would be required to develop the property in a phased manner, the first phase being a proposed 3,000 square foot building at the north end of the property.  Mr. Manning, being present, confirmed that information. 

An ordinance assigning new street addresses.  It has been previously determined that the residents on Game Farm Road have been using various street names as their address.  This has caused concerned by the Montgomery Co. Emergencies Services Center due to possible error in dispatching emergency services to the proper residence.   Solicitor Bob Brant was authorized to prepare and advertise an ordinance to address this issue.  An ordinance was advertised which designates the street numbers and street name as Game Farm Road for those residences in the Borough.  A copy of the proposed ordinance was mailed to each property owner with the advise that Borough Council is expected to take action on the ordinance at this meeting. No one attended the meeting.  It was motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller to adopt Ordinance No. 353 which is entitled “An Ordinance Assigning New Street Address.”  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

An ordinance amending some of the parking requirements included in the Zoning Ordinance was also authorized to be prepared and advertised as recommended by the Borough’s Planning Commission.  The ordinance was advertised to be the subject of a public hearing to be conducted at this time.  The ordinance amends the parking requirements public assembly, retail, restaurant and office occupancies.  A brief discussion followed there were no comments from the audience.  It was upon motion by Arthur Fairclough seconded by Ray Yeanish that Ordinance No. 354 entitled Amending the Zoning Ordinance be adopted.  All were in favor and the motioned passed.  Lee Ann Miller rescued herself from voting as she is a part owner of SIP with a development plan being prepared which may be affected by this ordinance. 

Solicitor Bob Brant reported that he has reviewed the Planning Assistance Contract between Commissioners of Montgomery County and Schwenksville Borough and recommends execution of the contract by Council President.

FIRE COMPANY REPORT The monthly report of the Fire Chief was presented by Chief Keyser.  There were 8 calls for the month of March with 50 men in service for a period of 5 hours 22 minutes.  

The Chief was accompanied by officers of the Fire Co.  Due to demands for additional space, a rough sketch of an addition to the fire company on the north side of the building was presented.  A discussion followed.  It was determined the Borough Council did not see a major objection to the plan and suggested that the Fire Company prepare a Land Development Plan for submission and review by the proper agencies. 

AMBULANCE REPORT The report of the Lower Frederick Regional Ambulance Corp for February and March were presented.  The total calls for February were lower, but up again in March.

BOROUGH MANAGER REPORT    It was reported that R & S Sweeping is scheduled to sweep the Borough street on April 13 and 15. 

Request for proposals were requested from five concrete contractors for replacement of sidewalks at the residence of 208 Second Ave. on the Maple Street side of the property.  Four proposals were received. The low proposal was from E. Lukus Beauregard in the amount of $2,950.  The other proposals were higher, up to $4,995.  It was motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller to authorize E. Lukas Beauregard to replace a portion of the sidewalks on Maple St. for 208 Second Ave. residence.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

The Central Perk Youth Association has requested permission to conduct a parade on April 25, at 8:30 AM for the opening of the 2009 League Day.  Resolution 2009-04 was adopted. 

Ebert Engineering, Inc. has notified the Borough by letter that the Schwenksville Borough Authority is preparing plans to change the disinfection system at Well No.5 at Main St. in the Borough.  The new system will be safer.

The Schwenksville Borough Authority had to have emergency repairs made to their main building at the Sewer Treatment Plant.  The total permit fee is $1,960. of which 60% will be billed and payable to the Building Inspector, Mark John.  Mr. John, the Borough Manager and the Manager for the Authority have discussed this amount.  It is the recommendation and agreement of all three persons that the fee be reduced to $600. which is the amount to be build and payable to Mark John.   It was motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller that the fee for the renovations to the main building at the Borough Authority be reduced to $600 which will be billed and payable to Mark John.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

STREETS AND ROADS   A discussion developed concerning parking and PENN DOT’s request to eliminate parking on one side of Main Street.    Borough Manager Herrmann will set up a meeting with PENN DOT and Lee Ann Miller and Ray Yeanish to discuss this matter further. 

ACTIVITY COMMITTEE  Lee Ann Miller presented a review and update of the planned Community Day scheduled for May 9, 2009 to be held at Meadow Park.  Total funds of $3,020 have been collected to date and expenditures of $3,175 are expected as of this date.  Included in this total is the possibility of the rental of a shuttle bus.  A lengthy discussion followed concerning the pros and cons of the need for a shuttle bus.

Also discussed was parking and the need for fire police to direct traffic and assist pedestrians to cross Main St.   Council authorized parking on one side of Second Street during Community Day.  Members of the Activities Committee will put up No Parking Signs.

PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD  Arthur Fairclough reported that each Council person has been provided with a copy of the grant application to the Open Space Committee of Montgomery County. 

MAYOR’S REPORT  Mayor Joe Giunta reported that he has received a copy of the incidents in the Borough handled by the PA State Police which included one dui.

ADJOURNMENT  The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 PM upon motion by Lee Ann Miller seconded by Arthur Fairclough.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Respectfully submitted 

Robert T. Umstead, CBO, Borough Manager, Acting Secretary 
