BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE, PA

SPECIAL MEETING

July 18, 2008


Council President, Steven Schwenk at 9:05AM, called the Schwenksville Borough Council Meeting July 18, 2008 to order.

Present: Steven Schwenk, Arthur Fairclough, Lee Ann Miller 

 Absent: Ray Yeanish Rudy Micsko, Mayor Joe Giunta.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  By the assembly.

Special meeting was called to discuss and vote on the County’s intent to remove the Kratz, Schwenksville and Rosman Dams along the Perkiomen Creek in the vicinity of Schwenksville Borough and Lower Fredrick, Upper Salford and Perkiomen Townships.

Council members present were given the opportunity to express their concerns over the removal of the dams.

Bill Bushnell of Rep. Bob Mench’s office, Roy Miller resident of Schwenksville and Earl Stahl resident of Schwenksville all had time to express their concerns over the issue.

Here is the letter that was written and voted on at the meeting:

County of Montgomery

Clare W. Adams, ASLA

Planning Chief

Department of Parks & Heritage Services

July 18, 2008

Dear Ms. Adams

Schwenksville Borough Council has been informed by Montgomery County of the county's intent to remove the Kratz, Schwenksville, and Rosman Dams along the Perkiomen Creek in the vicinity of Schwenksville Borough and Lower Frederick, Upper Salford, and Perkiomen Townships.

Montgomery County is the co-owner of the Rosman Dam and sole owner of the Schwenksville and Kratz Dams. It is understood that the Perkiomen Dam Removal project was initiated by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission to restore riverine habitat for migratory and resident fish in the Delaware River Basin and that the County recommends that the Dams be removed.

Montgomery County has informed Borough Council that the county will obtain grant funding for the removal of the dams and site remediation costs.  However, no provisions for funding have been offered by the county for re-vegetation and landscape restoration (including labor and material costs) involved in the final phase of site restoration.  Instead, Montgomery County has offered to partner with the Tree Vitalize program "to help the Borough Council apply for grant funding for plantings to be used for riparian corridor plantings for the last phase of site restoration."  This offer, however, made no provision for funding to cover the costs of the labor or materials beyond the plantings available through the Tree Vitalize grant program.  The county expressed its vision that the plantings obtained through the Tree Vitalize program would be planted by community volunteers, possibly coordinated through the Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy (PWC).  However, the PWC has informed Borough Council that it will not participate in any plan that is not fully funded.  Moreover, the PWC has expressed concern that the scope of the project may require more volunteers than it could produce.  The county did make comments on other possible sources of funding, however no figures were ever discussed, and no actual assurances of funding were offered, nor were any estimates of the actual cost to complete the final phase ever obtained.

Additionally, it is Borough Council's understanding that there are no actual plans in place for the final phase of site restoration.  No specific areas have been identified for final phase restoration, no plan exists for how the final phase restoration will be implemented and, no one has actually been assigned responsibility for planning, implementing and funding the final phase of site restoration.  It appears to be assumed that Schwenksville will take responsibility for these undertakings.  Moreover, the county has expressly declined Borough Council's request that the county assume responsibility for funding and completing the final phase of site restoration.

Based on these understandings, Schwenksville Borough Council has the following objection to the proposed project:

Schwenksville Borough Council objects to the proposed project on the grounds that no provisions have been made to cover the costs of planning, labor and materials required to complete the last phase of site restoration, which includes re-vegetation and landscape restoration of exposed and disturbed stream bank and creek bed, and other areas disturbed by heavy equipment involved in the dam removal phase of the project.  

The area impacted by the removal of the three dams is significant and the costs to undertake and properly complete the "last phase of site restoration" of this large area would likely approach or exceed the costs of removing the dams. Schwenksville does not have the manpower to coordinate and oversee the large volunteer effort Montgomery County envisions under the proposal (assuming it could be successfully undertaken), and which would be required to properly complete a project of this magnitude, nor does Schwenksville have the financial resources to hire contractors to do the work and to purchase the required materials.

In summary, Schwenksville Borough Council believes proper completion of the last phase of site restoration is a critical and essential component of the project that has not been adequately planned for or funded under the county's proposal.

If Montgomery County will agree to assume responsibility for and fully fund proper planning and completion of "last phase site restoration," including re-vegetation and landscape restoration of all affected areas pursuant to prevailing industry standards, Borough Council will withdraw its objection to the project.

Borough Council has other concerns about the project.  The impact of the project on the recreational uses of the Perkiomen Creek, including fishing and particularly boating and canoeing will likely be substantial based on our discussions with Fish and Boat Commission, as well as on the experience of the removal of the Collegeville dam.  It is no longer possible to boat or canoe upstream from the former site of the Collegeville dam for some distance, except when water levels are high, such as after a rain.  No apparent attempt was made in designing and planning the county's proposed dam removal project to preserve the recreational uses of the Perkiomen Creek in the affected areas.

It is with deep regret that Borough Council tenders its objection to the project.  Borough Council is strongly committed to being a team player and partner with the county in all efforts to improve the county and the borough.  But we cannot endorse a project where a critical phase of that project is not adequately planned for or funded.  It is our responsibility as elected officials to ensure that the interests, property and recreational assets (including landscape vitality and aesthetics) of the Borough of Schwenksville are protected.  That duty compels us to tender our objection to the proposed project, as outlined above.

Respectfully Submitted,

Schwenksville Borough Council

By_________________________

     Steven X. Schwenk, President

MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY STEVE SCHWENK TO APPROVE THE DRAFTED LETTER TO THE COUNTY TO THE PLAN AS IT EXISTS NOW. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Letter was faxed to Clare Adams after the meeting.

Lee Ann Miller gave an update on the property at 100 Main St. Schwenksville.
Planning Commission asked Council to appoint Mr. Gib Williams to the Central Perkiomen Valley Regional Planning Commission to replace Larry Keown. 

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO APPOINT MR. GIB WILLIAMS TO THE CENTRAL PERKIOMEN VALLEY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
With no further business Arthur Fairclough made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:06AM seconded by Lee Ann Miller.  All were in favor.

 Respectfully submitted

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary
