BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILE, PA

COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 13, 2008

Council President Steve Schwenk at 7:30PM, called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting, November 13, 2008 to order.

Present: President of Council Steve Schwenk, Arthur Fairclough, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish. Rudy Micsko and Mayor Joe Giunta
Also present, Robert Brant Esq., Robert Umstead Borough Manager and Gail Phillips Council Secretary.

Absent: 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: By the assembly

MINUTES: Dispense with the reading of the minutes of the October 9, 2008, November 5, 2008 meeting. Motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller, It was motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of October 9, 2008 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

APPROVAL of the minutes of the September 11, 2008 minutes: Motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller it was voted to approve the minutes of the September 11, 2008 meeting.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

The minutes for the meeting on October 22, 2008 (budget) will be held until the December Council meeting.

SPECIAL GUEST:

Lt. David Buckley from the Pennsylvania State Police Skippack Barracks: reported to Council for the month of October 2008, 3 drug arrests from traffic stops. Continuing to work with Liberty Ministries.
Roy Miller 320 Centennial St.: Would like to know the status of the storm drain at Boyer/Miller.  Steve told Roy that this will be talked about further into the meeting.

Gail Phillips on behalf of Ron Clossin, Ron would like to use Borough hall Wednesday November 19, 2008 for the taping of the 3 gentlemen who will be talking about the history of Schwenksville.  The Perkiomen Valley High School will have students taping the presentation.  This was ok with the Council.
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Councilman Fairclough has a request from Charlotte Smith Chairperson of the Woman’s Civic Club.  They would like to take care of the plants at the Trailhead.  Spring and Fall cleanup, do not want to do the mulch.  Council would like to accept there offer.

Joe Laird 160 Main St: Joe is asking about the status of his sign permit.  Joe had put up an old sign.  Joe has a new sign with new colors.  Steve asked that this be put on the agenda for the December meeting. Joe will make copies available for Council to review for the December meeting.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TREASURER’S REPORT: Gail Phillips reported for the period ending October 31, 2008 and the current invoices which are due totaling $77,902.04 from the General Fund and $853.23 from the Liquid Fuels Account and $10,966.00 from the Trash fund was presented.  Motioned by Arthur Fairclough and seconded by Ray Yeanish.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

Engineers Report – Boyer Lane drainage was inspected along the rear of the Snyder property.  Engineer suggests that a section of bituminous curbing be installed to collect the water and direct it eastward past the dwelling on the rear of the Snyder property.
Some work also will be done on 2nd street and on Woodland Ave.
MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER TO AUTHORIZE BOB UMSTEAD TO GET THE WORK DONE BUT NOT TO EXCEED $10,000.00.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Alley behind Borough Hall, Tailwinds etc. Mr. Yerger said that he has worked on this and Conver and Smith did a survey when the Trail was put in.
Council will authorize Ken Yerger to get the survey from Conver and Smith on the property lines for the alley way. The cost from cover and Smith is $2,390.00 for the survey.
MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO AUTHORIZE THE HIRING OF CONVER & SMITH CONSISTANT WITH THE PROPOSAL DATE JULY 17 NOT TO EXCEED $2,390.00 INCLUDING PROPERTIES NUMBERED 84 THROUGH 176 AND A PORTION OF THE LUMBER YARD PROPERTY.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRRIED.
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Councilwoman Lee Ann Miller has recused herself from the above vote because of her ownership in the Schwenksville Investment Properties LLC.

Steve asked Ken about the erosion at the Trail entrance.  Ken and Bob are working with PENN DOT to replace or repair the curb.
Lee Ann asked about the Bollard that is missing from the trailhead. Bob told her we only need one and that it will be replaced. 
Solicitor’s Report – Robert Brant
Lee Ann Miller has recused herself during this conversation pertaining to Schwenksville Investment Properties LLC.
The letter from Schwenksville Investment Properties LLC about the liens against the lumber yard property. Legal, Engineering and trash fees, The Borough will accept $3,211.07 from the Schwenksville Investment Properties LLC to clear the account and the liens.

MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FARICLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO ACCEPT FROM SCHWENKSVILLE INVESTMENT PROPERTIES LLC PER THE NOVEMBER 11, 2008 LETTER OF $3,211.07 TO CLEAR THE LIENS AGAINST THE TRADING POST AND THE PERKIOMEN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

 Limerick Carpet and the Borough are involved with the Court of Common Pleas to collect the money owed to the Borough. 
Audit for tax collector (Tracy’s books).
MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY  ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO AUTHORIZE RUDY MICSKO TO ACQUIRE THE SERVICES OF AN AUDITOR TO AUDIT TRACY YEANISH PREVIOUS TAX COLLECTOR 2007 NOT TO EXCEED THE BUDGET AMOUNT OF $6,500.00.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
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Fire Company Report - Fire Chief Jim Keyser



October 2008 Report 11 Calls 67 men in service total time



4hrs 39 min. Fire Report on file.

.Christmas lights will be put up before Thanksgiving. 
Ambulance Report – Lower Frederick Regional Ambulance reported 96 calls

for the month of October 2008, 19 in the Borough 6 to the Colonnade. Ambulance Report on File.
Borough Managers Report – The borough has been awarded a Community Development Block Grant to reconstruct Mine Hill Road from where the former construction ended to the next block for $180,000.  The agreement needs to be signed tonight.
MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER TO ACCEPT THE GRANT AGREEMENT AS PRESENTED FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Master Castings agreement with PENN DOT.  
MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO EXECUTE THE MASTER CASTINGS AGREEMENT AND RESOLUTION 2008-13. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
2009 BUDGET: change of the wording 454.000 to read Open Space Acquisition/Revitalization.
MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED 2009 BUDGET WITH THE ABOVE CHANGE.ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Plans for paying down some of the debit from the loans.
THE 2009 BUDGET WILL BE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC FOR TEN DAYS.

.
2009 Real estate Tax Ordinance:
MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO AUTHORIZE THE SOLICITOR TO PREPARE THE REAL ESTATE TAX ORDINANCE FOR 2009.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
Historical Preservation Committee – No report

4th Street Lighting Committee – No report
FINANCE: Total Revenue up to October 31, 2008 $680,000.  Total Expenses through October 31 $515,000.00, Income $165,000.00.
Council has asked Bob if he would work a few more hours a week.

Bob has agreed to work 4-8 additional hours a week for the next couple of months.

MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO HAVE BOB UMSTEAD WORK AN ADDITIONAL 4-8 HOURS A WEEK FOR THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Streets and Roads – No report
Activity Committee: Lee Ann Miller has started up this committee with the help of some volunteers and to work with Jim Keyser for events in the Borough.
Property – No report
Street Lighting – Lights are on order for 4th street.
Parks and Recreation Board – No Report
Mayor’s Report – Bill Rubery called to ask about the road problem at the bottom of Woodland Ave. Please notify me of all meetings.
Old Business – None
New Business – Holiday Borough Association Dinner (see Gail for reservation).
Revitalization Task Force needs to be formed in order to qualify for Grants for new Revitalization Plan.
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MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO FORM THE REVITALIZATION TASK FORCE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Adjournment – Motion by Ray Yeanish seconded by Rudy Micsko, at 10:20PM to adjourn. All were in favor and the motion carried.

NEXT MEETING: Thursday December 11, 2008 @ 7:30pm.

Respectfully submitted by

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

