BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE, PA

MINUTES OF May 8, 2008


Council President, Steven Schwenk at 7:30pm, called the Schwenksville Borough Council Meeting May 8, 2008 to order.

Present: Steven Schwenk, Rudy Micsko, Arthur Fairclough, Ray Yeanish, Lee Ann Miller and Mayor Joe Giunta.

 Absent: 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  By the assembly.

MINUTES:  Dispense with the reading of the Minutes of April 10 and April 17, 2008. MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO.  IT WAS VOTED TO DISPENSE WITH THE READING OF THE MINUTES OF April 10 and April 17, 2008. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Approval of the Minutes of April 10 and April 17, 2008

 MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH IT WAS VOTED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF April 10 and April 17, 2008. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED. 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: Gail Phillips

Treasurer’s report: 

Bills totaling $35,902.80 have been paid from the General Fund

Bills totaling $6,125.10 have been paid from the Liquid Fuels Fund

MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BYARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH.  

IT WAS VOTED TO ACCEPT THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REPORT AS PRESENTED. 

ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: Spot inspections on Trailhead project.  Contractor had to be corrected on something’s.  Ken has been doing inspections when he is in the area and when specific portions of the construction are being done.
All questions concerning the construction on projects should be directed to Bob Umstead first and then Ken Yerger if Bob is unavailable.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  Tree Ordinance #344 which addresses the removal of dead trees in the context of their danger of property damage to motorists, pedestrians and property owners.

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY STEVE SCHWENK TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #344 AMENDING CHAPTER 155 “TREES” SUBSECTION 155-1 “TRIMMING REQUIRED.” ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
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Bob Brant has sent a letter to Limerick Carpet about the unpaid trash bill.  Follow up on the letter in 7 days before action is taken.

POLICE REPORT: Chief Timothy Hoppes

State Police Calls for April 2008 – 24

              Schwenksville Police calls for April 2008– 35
Complete report is on File at Borough Hall

FIRE COMPANY REPORT: Jim Keyser

April 2008 report – 6 calls 41 men in service 4:12 minutes in service.

Community Day – September 20, 2008 Movie in the Meadow. 
Complete report is on File at Borough Hall

AMBULANCE REPORT –   Calls for April for Schwenksville Borough -26




        Calls for April for the Colonnade - 20

Complete report is on File at Borough Hall

BOROUGH MANAGER REPORT – Bob Umstead

Mine Hill Road project - Bob has asked Council for authorization to advertise for bids for work to be done in October – November 2008.
MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO AUTHORIZE BOB UMSTEAD TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR THE OVERLAYING OF MINE HILL ROAD TO BE DONE IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2008.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Mark John and Bob Umstead are reviewing the fee schedule.  Bob will prepare a revised schedule and present it to Council at the June 2008 Council meeting.

Planning Commission has a recommendation on the Sign Ordinance; this has been prepared by Bob Brant, also the No Impact Home Base Business Ordinance. Bob will get copies to Council prior to next month’s meeting.
MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO AUTHORIZE OUR SOLICITOR TO ADVERTIZE BOTH ORDINANCES FOR OUR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Central Perkiomen Regional Planning Commission has an amendment to the regional plan and Schwenksville has not signed this yet.  A copy of proposed Resolutions and Ordinances will be given to council and Bob would like authorization for our Solicitor to he can fine tune and advertise for the June meeting.

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER TO HAVE THE SOLICITOR ADVERTIZE THE AMENDMENT FOR THE CENTRAL PERKIOMEN REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION PROPOSED RESOUTIONS AND ORDINANCES FOR THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
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There are a few signs in the Borough that do not conform to the sign ordinance. A discussion was held about the lighting of the signs in question.  Council will defer any action on any signs that are in violation of the internally lit section of the zoning ordinance.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
STREETS AND ROADS: Ray Yeanish – striping of Main street crosswalks – waiting for a schedule from Star Striping.  Boyer Lane drainage will be looked at the next time it rains.
FINANCE: Rudy Micsko – audit has been signed and submitted to the State.  Wendi and Rudy have been working with Tracy on the taxes.
Auditors have sent an email with the total hours that they have worked and that they would like to be paid.

MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH THAT BOROUGH COUNCIL AUTHORIZES THE PAYMENT OF THE AUDITORS UP TO A RATE OF $10.00 PER HOUR UPON APPROVAL OF THE SOLICITOR THAT NO FURTHER LEGAL ACTION IS NECESSARY. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
PROPERTY: Lee Ann Miller – Working on getting estimates for the roof leak for the rear of the building.
Historical Society has asked for a place to store items in the basement.
STREET LIGHTING: Ray Yeanish – Bob has authorized all street lights to be repaired on 4th St., school light is out at the corner of Second and Perkiomen
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD: Arthur Fairclough – Meeting was held on May 6, 2008. Arthur contacted the MOMS club of Schwenksville asking for there impute of what they would like to see down at the park.
PIRMA did an inspection and the swings had to be taken down. Also the steps need to be repaired. The intent is to clean up the meadow and the trail, before anything can be put back in the meadow.
Joe Giunta had a discussion with Bill Bushnell about the dam removal.
MAYOR’S REPORT: Joe apologized to Chief Hoppes because he did get his report to me on time, I did not look at the email address I was given for Borough business.  I have approved his schedule. The police car needs service for tires, brakes and overheating engine.  Chief Hoppes will get an estimate on the repairs.
OLD BUSINESS: Chris Kraft will be put on the agenda for the June meeting about the Historical Board.
NEW BUSINESS: Bob and Joe will be going to the Association Dinner. Arthur mentioned that he has a number of papers back from the volunteer letter that was sent out. 

The Schwenksville sign will be repainted and put up again at the south end of town when the construction is done.
The towns of Lower Providence, Trapp, Collegeville, Perkiomen Township, Lower Fredrick and Schwenksville are presently in negotiation with having a map redrawn of the Perkiomen Trail and being able to provide signage just off the trail as a directional signage for various historical and points of interest
The Watershed came in and did our clean up that we discussed a couple of months ago.
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AUDIENCE: Roy Miller asked about the street sweeping.  Borough is waiting for Riley to call back with a schedule and the borough will be paying for a dumpster for the debris. Fire Company sign will be used for advertising the street sweeping days.
Borough Council recessed into Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue at 9:15PM.
Borough council re-convened from Executive Session at 9:50PM.
No actions were taken.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:51PM upon motion be R. Micsko, seconded by A. Fairclough.  The motion passed unanimously.

NEXT MEETING: Thursday June 12, 2008

Respectfully submitted,

Gail L. Phillips

