BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE, PA

MINUTES OF June 12, 2008


Council President, Steven Schwenk at 7:30pm, called the Schwenksville Borough Council Meeting June 12, 2008 to order.

Present: Steven Schwenk, Rudy Micsko, Ray Yeanish, Lee Ann Miller and Mayor Joe Giunta.

 Absent: Arthur Fairclough,

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  By the assembly.

MINUTES:  Dispense with the reading of the Minutes of May 8 2008. MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO.  IT WAS VOTED TO DISPENSE WITH THE READING OF THE MINUTES OF May 8, 2008. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Approval of the Minutes of May 8, 2008

MOTIONED BY RUDY MICSKO AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH IT WAS VOTED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF May 8, 2008. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED. 

Harry Phillips from Schwenksville Camp #387 of the Patriotic Order Sons of America presented the Borough with a new flag for Borough Hall.
Renewal of Police Contract was voted on with the following motion:

MOTIONED BY STEVE SCHWENK AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER TO NOT RENEW THE POLICE CONTRACT WHICH EXPIRES ON DECEMBER 31, 2008. THE VOTE COUNT WAS 3-1. MOTION CARRIED.

Severance agreement provides for the Chief’s last day of work to be July 1, 2008 and a three month severance of salary and medical benefits following that date.  An appropriate letter of recommendation and reference for future employment which would indicate that all the fine things that you all said about the Chief this evening and so if there would be a further employment inquiry there would be a positive recommendation.

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY STEVE SCHWENK TO AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF THE AGREEMNT AND GENERAL RELEASE OF CHIEF TIM HOPPES.  THE VOTE COUNT WAS 3-1. MOTION CARRIED

Members of Council and the Mayor each said a thank you and other kind words about Tim Hoppes and the work he has done for the Borough.  Members of the audience also thanked Tim Hoppes for his dedication to the Borough and wish him well.
ENGINEER’S REPORT: Perkiomen Trail Gateway – Superior Lawn Service, Inc. continues to work on the project.  The retaining wall is complete, the sidewalk is 95% complete, and the fencing is being installed.  That portion of the work needs to be completed and usable prior to working on the trail itself and the landscaping.
Mine Hill Road Overlay – As directed by council we have prepared specifications and plans for the pavement overlay of the phase 1 portion of the Mine Hill Road project.  The paving overlay will extend from Game Farm Road to Highland 
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Avenue.  The bid opening date has been set for July 8, 2008 with a possible project award at the July 10, 2008 council meeting.
Extension of the maintenance bond for the Trail Gateway project for one add ional year. Bob will notify Council when he gets a response from Superior Lawn Service Inc.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  Bob Brant opened up for public Hearing and introduced Ordinance #349 NO-Impact Home Occupations. Nothing from the audience or Council Mr. Brant closed the public meeting and asked for a motion on Ordinance #3349.
MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #349. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Second ordinance is #350 amending ordinance #327 revising chapter 176, zoning, signs, and is opened for public hearing.  With no questions from the audience or Council Mr. Brant closed the public hearing.
MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #350.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Limerick Carpet and Floor Covering, Inc. had refused the certified letter which Mr. Brant forwarded to them on May 6, 2008 seeking $7,862.24 and he has filed a complaint before the District Justice seeking to recover those monies on behalf of the Borough.  The Hearing is scheduled for June 25, 2008 at 11:00A.M.  We need Authorization from Council to have Bob Umstead attend the Hearing.
MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY STEVE SCHWENK TO AUTHORIZE MR. UMSTEAD TO ATTEND THE HEARING.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTIONE CARRIED.

Lee Ann Miller has been open and honest about wanting to purchase the EDC properties. Either by open or private sale. A letter has been drawn up by Bob Brant to the State Ethics Committee should be sent.
MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY RUDY MICSKO TO AUTHORIZE BOROUGH COUNCIL TO REQUEST “AN ADVICE OF COUNCIL” TO THE STATE ETHIC COMMISSION REGARDING THIS MATTER.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
POLICE REPORT: Chief Timothy Hoppes

Chief Hoppes did not have a monthly activity report.  Tim thanked everyone who spoke up tonight for the kind words.  “It’s nice to hear you are appreciated and my hats off to the community and wish you all the luck in the future and the same goes for this Council. There was one item that did not come up during the earlier conversation that I have a question about. Throughout my conversations with Mr. Brant and all the correspondence there was a term that was used quite frequently and that was disbanding of the police department or dissolution of the police department, I did not hear that tonight.  My concern is that it is not in the public record or in the minutes.” Bob Brant addressed the question and advised Council to stand on the two motions that were made on the record this evening and it stands that way.
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FIRE COMPANY REPORT: Jim Keyser

May 2008 report – 7 calls 40 men in service 8:27 minutes in service.

Community Day: September 20, 2008 Movie in the Meadow. 

Complete report is on File at Borough Hall

AMBULANCE REPORT –   No report
BOROUGH MANAGER REPORT – Bob Umstead

The Zoning application for Roger Priest 176 Main St. was denied by the Zoning Hearing Board.  A copy of the Conclusion of Law and Order is available for public inspection.
The Central Perkiomen Rotary Club has volunteered to take over the organizing of the 2008 Halloween Parade. They are looking for financial help.  Bob suggested $2,000.00 and to have this as a line item for next years budget.

MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER TO COMMIT $2,000.00 TO THE ROTARY CLUB FOR THE HALLOWEEN PARADE AND TO PUT AS A LINE ITEM IN THE 2009 BUDGET.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Traffic signal at Perkiomen and Main loops are malfunctioning.  An estimate of $3,500 to $5,000 for repairs.  With the traffic count and the left hand turn lane the timing could be changed.  Council will wait until traffic study is done.

Bob is still negotiating with Ches-Mont about the fuel sur-charge that they want to start charging.

 Armour and Sons annual maintenance for the traffic lights at each intersection.

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY STEVE SCHWENK TO EMPLOY ARMOUR AND SON FOR AN ANNUAL MAINTENANECE FEE OF $500.00 PER INTERSECTION (2) FOR PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE PROGRAM. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
STREETS AND ROADS: Ray Yeanish – Mine Hill Rd. is being taking care of.




Alley behind the lumber yard was deferred until another time.
FINANCE: Rudy Micsko – looking at the borough books.  Bob will do a final review before we hand out a financial statement.  The end of this month will have a 6 month financial to give to Council.
PROPERTY: Lee Ann Miller – Cleaning basement to store Historical items and item from Bob Albright.
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STREET LIGHTING: Ray Yeanish – The street lights on 4th street will be looked at by Bob and Ray with a light meter.
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD: Arthur Fairclough – absent no report
MAYOR’S REPORT: Recent rainstorm that hit the Borough, the Montgomery County Department of Safety puts out a report, and the Borough is entitled to this report.  Disposal of the Police Department items will be taken care. Anything the Borough is going to sell needs to go out for bid. County radios will be returned to the County. Outstanding police business will be turned over to the State Police.
An Audit needs to be done for the previous tax collector.  This is under the Borough Code 1041G.  
MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY STEVE SCHWENK TO APPOINT AN OUTSIDE AUDITOR TO AUDIT THE PREVIOUS TAX COLLECTOR AS THE RESULT OF HER RESIGNATION.  Ms. Miller, Mr. Schwenk and Mr. Micsko voted yes. Mr. Yeanish abstained.

Rudy will look into obtaining information of an outside audit firm for the tax collector audit.

OLD BUSINESS: Historical Board will be at the July meeting.
NEW BUSINESS: suggestion of 2 Council meetings per month. Special meeting will be called when needed.
Weed letters will be sent to those who are in violation of the ordinance.

Steve will form a 4th street lighting committee to monitor the progress of the lights.

AUDIENANCE: Wendy Rowley of 171 4th street had a question about the audit. Wendi has access to the records and I think the Borough is going to end up paying for the audit and the correction and I am disappointed as a tax payer that I am going to have to pay something that has already been paid. 

Roy Miller 320 Centennial Street had a question about the street sweeping and if they were coming back.  Bob told him that they are done for the season. Also he asked if someone would check on the new drainage that has been done on Boyer Lane. It seems that the drainage is not correct. Bob will talk with Mr. Miller.

Jim Rodgers from the Central Perkiomen Rotary thanked Council for the support for the Halloween Parade.
Ronald Clossin asked if flashing light could be put on the STOP signs to get the attention of drivers. Those are used when the STOP sign is new.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30pm Motioned by Ray Yeanish and seconded by Lee Ann Miller. Motioned approved.

Borough Council recessed into Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue at 9:30PM. No decisions are expected.
NEXT MEETING: Thursday July 10, 2008

Respectfully submitted,

Gail L. Phillips

