BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILLE, PA

MINUTES OF July 10, 2008


Council President, Steven Schwenk at 7:30pm, called the Schwenksville Borough Council Meeting July 10, 2008 to order.

Present: Steven Schwenk, Arthur Fairclough, Lee Ann Miller and Mayor Joe Giunta.

 Absent: Ray Yeanish, Rudy Micsko
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  By the assembly.

MINUTES:  Dispense with the reading of the Minutes of June 12 and May 22, 2008. MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER.  IT WAS VOTED TO DISPENSE WITH THE READING OF THE MINUTES OF June 12 and May 22, 2008. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Approval of the Minutes of June 12 and May 22, 2008

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRLCOUGH IT WAS VOTED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF June 12 and the AMENDED May 22, 2008. ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED. 

Solicitor for the Zoning Hearing Board Greg Philips has a new Process and Procedures Regarding Zoning Hearing Applications and the Zoning Hearing Board.

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO ADOPT THE ZONING HEARING APPLICATION/APPEAL.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO ADOPT THE PROCESS AND PROCEDURES REGARDING ZONING HEARING APPLICATIONS.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Mr. Philips also asked Council to fill the alternate position on the Zoning Hearing Board.
Dam Removal – A meeting was held with the Park Service on June 17, 2008, they are waiting for Schwenksville to approve the project. A special meeting will be held to discuss and vote on the Dam Removal project.
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: Gail Phillips

Treasurer’s report: 

Bills totaling $105,818.55 have been paid from the General Fund  
Bills totaling $843.84 have been paid from the Liquid Fuels Fund

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH.  

IT WAS VOTED TO ACCEPT THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REPORT AS PRESENTED. 

ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

ENGINEER’S REPORT: Perkiomen Trail Gateway contractor is asking to wait until September to do the landscaping due to the weather.  Bob will also meet with representative of Montgomery County trails to put together a list of things to be done.
PENNDOT is working on the Route 73 Bridge.
Mine Hill Rd. overlay $30,000.00 budget for 2008, the low bid was $43,680.40 by G. Antoinini Construction.
MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO AWARD THE MINE HILL  RD. OVERLAY PROJECT TO G. ANTONINI CONSTRUCTION OF NEW TOWN SQUARE FOR $43,680.40.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  No questions for the solicitor.  Report on file.
FIRE COMPANY REPORT: Jim Keyser

June 2008 report – 10 calls 69 men in service 6:25 minutes in service.

Community Day: September 20, 2008 Movie in the Meadow. 
July 20th Summer Chicken Bar B Que from noon till 5pm
Complete report is on File at Borough Hall
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AMBULANCE REPORT –   No report

BOROUGH MANAGER REPORT – Bob Umstead
Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy has an award banquet and is requesting the borough to sponsor an ad for $125.00.
MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO SPONSOR AN AD FOR $125.00 FOR THE AWARD BANQUET.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
We received the Schwenksville Borough Authority annual audit and it is on file.

Fee schedule – Council needs to review. Bob will revise.
Borough had applied for a grant for $198,000.00 for the next Mine Hill Rd. project.  The County Planning Commission recommended to the Commissioners grant $180,000.00.  Keep this mind for the 2009 Budget.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Historical Preservation - Chris Kraft – Tom Snyder has been doing a lot of work on classification of the properties. A discussion was held.
STREETS AND ROADS: Ray Yeanish – drainage problem at Joe O’Neil’s, Bob will check on that.
FINANCE: Rudy Micsko – absent no report.

PROPERTY: Lee Ann Miller – PENN DOT speed limit signs, Lee Ann is requesting a letter be sent to PENN DOT.

MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY LEE ANN MILLER RECOMMENDING THAT THE BOROUGH MANAGER WRITE A LETTER TO PENN DOT THAT THEY REVIEW THE SPEED LIMIT AND RECOMMEND THE PLACEMENT OF SPEED LIMIT SIGNS OR PROPER ENFORCEMNT OF THE 25 MILE PER HOUR SPEED LIMIT ON MAIN ST.

STREET LIGHTING: a discussion on the 4th street lighting was held and suggested that the bulbs be reduced to 50 watts.  5 new fixtures would be $5,700.00 with installation.
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MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY STEVE SCHWENK TO AUTHORIZE SPENDING $5,700 ON 5 NEW FIXTURES AND THE INSTALLATION OF 6 (THIS ONE WE ALREADY HAVE) WITH ONE FIXTURE ON 4TH STREET ALREADY IN PLACE.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD: Arthur Fairclough – Steve would like the committee to look into parking at Memorial park.
MAYOR’S REPORT: As of July 2, 2008 the Pennsylvania State Police will be covering Schwenksville 24-7. A mailing will be going out to all residents.
 The items from the police department will be disbursed according to Borough Code.  
OLD BUSINESS: 

NEW BUSINESS: Purchase of Industrial Hall inspection and appraisal.

MOTIONED BY LEE ANN MILLER AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO AUTHORIZE SPENDING $6,000.00 FOR EXPENDITURES FOR THE APPRAISAL AND INSPECTION OF INDUSTRIAL HALL.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.

Steve will talk to the bank on the terms and cost of purchase of Industrial Hall.  Lee Ann will talk to Mr. Spillane about parking.
AUDIENANCE: Kevin Scheponik of 805 Clearfield Ave. handed a letter to Council about the Clearfield Safe Play Initiative. The letter was taken in to consideration and will be reviewed at the August 6, 2008 joint Council and Authority meeting. 
Mr. Clossin 811 Mine Hill Rd commented that the neighbors are opposed because of damage to their properties, trash, loud noise illegal parking.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:06pm Motioned by Lee Ann Miller and seconded by Arthur Fairclough. Motioned approved.

NEXT MEETING: Thursday August 14, 2008

Respectfully submitted,

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary
