BOROUGH OF SCHWENKSVILE, PA

COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 11, 2008

Council President Steve Schwenk at 7:30PM, called the Schwenksville Borough Council meeting, December 11, 2008 to order.

Present: President of Council Steve Schwenk, Arthur Fairclough, Lee Ann Miller, Ray Yeanish and Mayor Joe Giunta.

Also present, Blake Dunbar Esq., Robert Umstead Borough Manager and Gail Phillips Council Secretary.

Absent: Rudy Micsko

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: By the assembly

MINUTES: Dispense with the reading of the minutes of the November 13, 2008, October 22, 2008 meetings. Motioned by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller, It was motioned to dispense with the reading of the minutes of November 13, 2008, October 22, 2008 meetings.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

APPROVAL of the minutes of the November 13 and October 22, 2008 minutes: Motioned by Lee Ann Miller seconded by Arthur Fairclough it was voted to approve the minutes of the November 13 and October 22, 2008 meetings.  All were in favor and the motion carried.

AUDIENCE:
Al Manning from Schwenksville Investment Properties LLC showed a map to council and asked for a demolition permit for any and all structures on the property at 250 Main St. Mr. Manning also handed out a letter to Council with the intention to submit a Tentative Sketch plan to the Planning Commission in January and begin Land Development process for the Lumber Yard Site.
Lee Ann Miller recused herself from Council and is speaking on behalf of Schwenksville Investment Properties LLC.

Borough Council has directed the Solicitor to review the letter from Schwenksville Investment Properties LLC and to issue a response.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE/TREASURER’S REPORT: Gail Phillips reported for the period ending November 30, 2008 and the current invoices which are due totaling $77,902.04 from the General Fund and $853.23 from the Liquid Fuels Account and $10,966.00 from the Trash fund was presented.  Motioned by Arthur Fairclough and seconded by Ray Yeanish.  All were in favor and the motion carried.
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Engineers Report – Bob Umstead reported that the lights for the Trailhead still have not been delivered. Bollard still needs to be reinstalled.

Solicitor’s Report – Blake Dunbar 
Blake Dunbar will be looking into the Borough’s Policy for the Open Records Act. Mr. Dunbar will have a report for this at the January2009 meeting.

Fire Company Report - Fire Chief Jim Keyser



November 2008 Report 7 Calls 67 men in service total time



8hrs 24 min. Fire Report on file.

A request by Jim Keyser to look into putting an addition on the firehouse for the Patriotic Order Sons of America organization. 

Ambulance Report – Lower Frederick Regional Ambulance reported 113 calls

for the month of November 2008, 17 in the Borough 15 to the Colonnade. Ambulance Report on File.

Borough Managers Report – Bob Umstead reported that the 2009 Budget was advertised and needs a motion to be adopted.
MOTIONED BY RAY YEANISH AND SECONDED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH TO ADOPT THE 2009 BUDGET AS PRESENTED AT THE NOVEMBER 13, 2008 MEETING.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Ordinance #352 – Tax Rates for the Year 2009

MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO ADOPT ORDINANCE #352 LEVYING THE TAX RATES FOR THE YEAR 2009.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Minehill Road grant - we have received permission for design and specs for bidding of Mine Hill Rd.
Borough council gave Bob Umstead the authority to move forward to have the engineer prepare the specs; advertise etc. and any and all paperwork that needs to be done. The awarding of the bid to the contractor will come before Council for a vote.
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Meeting Schedule – Borough Council will have their meeting on January 8, 2009 and the Planning meeting will be moved to a date to be determined and then advertised.  
MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO ACCEPT THE MEETING SCHEDULE AS PRESENTED.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Sidewalk on Maple Street needs repair.  Borough is waiting for estimate. Highland terrace sign also needs repair.  Council has given Borough Manager authorization of up to $2,000.00 for the repairs.
Sidewalk across from the bank, service station owns that part of the sidewalk according to the tax map.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Streets and Roads - Ray Yeanish reported that the contractor did a good job on the road repairs.

Finance- Rudy Micsko was absent from the meeting.
Property – Lee Ann Miller reported that painting of the outside of Borough Hall will be done in the spring of 2009.

Street Lighting – no report

Mayor’s Report – performed 1 wedding on November 22, 2008.

State Police conducted a DUI check resulting in 3 DUI arrests and 1 drug arrest.

State Police will also be talking to the youth at New Eden church.
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Open Space – No report from Steve.  Bob and Arthur will be working on the time line for the report.

Redevelopment Committee – street sweeping - $30 hr for labor plus the cost of the dump truck. 
Activity Committee – Community Day is set for May 9, 2009 or a day in June. Bob Umstead will look into insurance for the event. Funding will be set up.
MOTIONED BY ARTHUR FAIRCLOUGH AND SECONDED BY RAY YEANISH TO APPOVE THE COMMUNITY DAY FOR MAY OR JUNE OF 2009.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR AND THE MOTION CARRIED.
Old Business – Tailwind Bicycle Shop Permit 
A motion by Lee Ann Miller seconded by Arthur Fairclough that the Borough grant a waiver for a permit to be issued to Tailwind Bicycle for replacement of an internally lit sign in compliance with other aspects of the sign ordinance based upon the representation of the sign presented. The motioned carried with a 3-1 vote.

Note – This waiver is in accordance with Code of Ordinances Chapter 176 Zoning, Section 176-109, Sub-section D. (3).
New Business – New Appointments for expiring terms will be done at the January 2009 meeting.

Lee Ann Miller would also like to see a newsletter to go out to the citizens of Schwenksville.

Adjournment – Motion by Ray Yeanish seconded by Lee Ann Miller, at 10:10PM to adjourn. All were in favor and the motion carried.

NEXT MEETING: Thursday January 8, 2009 @ 7:30pm.

Respectfully submitted by

Gail L. Phillips

Council Secretary

